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PREFACE 


The period of the Liao, who held sway from the end of the T‘ang to the Northern Sung over north China, 
Manchuria, Mongolia, Korea and part of Central Asia, was one of the most interesting phases in the whole 
history of northern Asia. Nevertheless, we find many lacunae in their history, and no conclusive evidence 
has been presented even with regard to their racial affinity. This seems due to the poverty of historical 
data. Let us, for example, take the question of the Ch‘i-tan script which was their own creation and of 
which they boasted. Only five or six Ch‘i-tan characters had been known until about thirty years ago when 
the Chhng-ling Mausoleum — tombs of the Liao emperors, Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, were 
discovered on the hills near Pai-t'a-tzu in the territory of Barin, Jehol. In these magnificent subterranean 
tombs were found Imperial steles inscribed with epitaphs in Chinese or Chh-tan and splendid wall paintings. 
The report of the discovery aroused, therefore, unusual interest among scholars not only of Japan and China 
but of the West, but a thorough-going survey of the site seemed unfeasible unless a survey party of considerable 
strength should be organised because of its location in a wild and remote place and the difficulty of excavating 
the perennially frozen earth below the surface of the ground. In view of the scientific importance of the 
site the Nichiman Bunka Kyokai entrusted in 1939 Prof. Jitsuzo Tamura, who had made a preliminary sur- 
vey on the spot before, with the task of making a detailed research of the site. In this connection I may 
point out that, though excavations of the tombs were made as early as 1930 by the local Chinese authorities, 
they were not done for scientific research but only for the acquisition of valuables. 

I do not feel it is necessary to reiterate here how Prof. Tamura and his men accomplished the task 
entrusted to them and what were the results, for these are described in this volume in detail. What I have 
to emphasize is the adverse conditions they met with and the difficulties they had to overcome in the course 
of their survey in the field in a limited space of time. Another thing I would like to mention here is the 
pains Prof. Tamura and Mr. Kobayashi took in publishing the present volumes. The photographic plates 
which had been the outcome of many years’ labours were unfortunately destroyed by fire caused as the 
result of an air raid during World War II, but, tenacious of their purpose, they started anew to restore 
them from the printed copies. Such efforts on the part of the authors so much impressed the Kyoto 
University and Ministry of Education authorities as to lead them to defray the cost of printing. 

The present book consists of two volumes. In Volume I the authors describe with a number of illustra- 
tions the history of the discovery and of the studies of the Ch‘ing-ling, the topography of the site, the under- 
ground tombs, the features, costumes and weapons of the painted figures, and the characteristics, style and 
technique of the landscape painting with a reference to the school of the painters. Further, the authors 
touch on the making of the murals. With regard to the Central and West Mausoleums the authors de- 
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scribe their sites and relics, and in the last chapters we find a detailed description of the Imperial epitaphs 
in Chinese inscribed on stone as well as the authors’ own views on the Ch‘i-tan script together with the 
various other theories so far proposed. Volume II is devoted to plates, both in colour and in black and 
white, illustrating the murals and ornamental designs of the East Mausoleum, the structures of the three 
tombs, the inscribed steles in Chinese or Ch‘i-tan and other things worthy of notice. Thus, the volumes 
help us to visualize the actual Ch‘ing-ling, and acquaint us with the culture of the Ch‘i-tan, which has hi- 
therto been little known. Only through these murals are we able to learn about the physical characteristics, 
costumes, etc., of this people as well as their favourite landscape painting and other arts. The present 
work constitutes without any doubt a material contribution to the history of this nomadic race. Also I 
would like to point out the fact that all the Ch‘i-tan inscriptions of the Ch‘ing-ling are reproduced in Vol- 
ume II. Though a number of scholars have tried to decipher the script, no one seems to have achieved 
complete success. Recently, a Japanese vernacular paper reported that a French scholar has succeeded in 
his attempt to decipher the Ch‘i-tan script, but no further detail is available. It is my earnest wish that 
the study of the Ch‘i-tan script and of the Ch‘i-tan physical characteristics represented in the Ch‘ing-ling 
murals will contribute to the solution of the difficult problem of their racial affinity. 

The publication of these volumes is really a very happy event. No doubt they constitute one of the 
most remarkable contributions to the study of Ch‘i-tan culture. As one of those who are well acquainted 
with the toils and labours of the authors, I am glad to take this opportunity of conveying my thoughts on 
the occasion of the publication of the results of their researches. 


March 1953 


Toru HANEDA 



AUTHORS’ PREFACE 


In July, 1931, a party of Japanese scientists entered Chahar and Silingol in Inner Mongolia to make a survey 
in the fields of archaeology, anthropology, geology and linguistics under the sponsorship of the Far Eastern 
Archaeological Society. One of the present authors, Tamura, happened to be in Peking, and had the op- 
portunity to join this expedition. A survey of the Ch‘ing-ling sites was not on the premeditated schedule 
of the party, but the leader was kind enough to make a detour to allow us to visit the sites. In the middle 
of August, 1931, we reached Pai-t‘a-tzu in Barin, and Tamura proceeded with Mr. Namio Egami, now 
Professor of Archaeology at Tokyo University, and Mr. Shuji Tanaka, a photographer, to the sites on 
War-in-mangha or Mt. Chhng-yiin, situated about 14km. to the northwest. Since the time allotted for the 
survey of the Chhng-ling was limited to one day and a half, it was impossible to make even a reconnaissance 
of all the sites. Accordingly, we visited only the East Mausoleum and the Central Mausoleum, which is 
close to the former, but we had no time to spare for a survey of the West Mausoleum. As a result of this 
visit it became known to us that in 1930 the East and West Mausoleums had been excavated by order of 
the war lord, General T‘ang Tso-jung, and the marble cenotaphs and other finds had all been carried away. 
Before our visit we had learned of the sites from the writings of both Father Mullie, who visited them in 
1920 and contributed an article to T’oung Pao in 1922, and Father Kervyn, who wrote an article on the 
cenotaph inscriptions in the Ch‘i-tan script found in the underground tomb of the Central Mausoleum. 
We had not, however, been aware of the extent to which the interiors of the tomb had been damaged until 
we saw it with our own eyes. Prior to our visit in October, 1930, Dr. Ryuzo Torii had visited Ch‘ing-ling. 

In September, 1931, we returned to Peking, and in March of the next year Tamura found fifteen steles 
and canopies, including four in the Ch‘i-tan script, at the mansion of T‘ang Tso-jung in Feng-then (now 
Shen-yang). The rubbings taken by him were exhibited at Kyoto University in June, 1932. Some time 
later on the recommendation of Prof. Tadashi Sekino of Tokyo University, the Nichiman Bunka Kyokai 
(The Japan-Manchukuo Cultural Association) initiated a project for a thoroughgoing survey and photogra- 
phing of the Chhng-ling sites. Before the project materialized. Dr. Sekino passed away. Thereupon N. 
B.K. charged the Zauho Press, publishers, with the job of photographing the Ch‘ing-ling sites under the 
direction of Dr. Genji Kuroda, then a professor at Feng-then Medical College and now curator of the Na- 
tional Museum at Nara, and Dr. Takuichi Takeshima of Toho Bunka Gakuin, Tokyo. The photo- 
graphing was completed by September, 1935. N. B.K. then requested Prof. Tom Haneda of Kyoto Universi- 
ty to assume the responsibility of preparing a report of the survey of the Chhng-ling. Before long, how- 
ever, Dr. Haneda was elected President of Kyoto University, and became too busy to take up the job himself, 
while Dr. Takeshima was conscripted. Thus, the responsibility finally fell upon the authors of the present 
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volume, who chose Mr. Masaya Tsurita of Kyoto University, Mr. Hitoshi Harada, surveyor, Mr. Manshichi 
Sakamoto, photographer, and Mr. Kikutaro Saito of the Zauho Press as members of the survey party. 
The party was reinforced in the field by Mr. Mamoru Yamamoto, then assistant professor at Kenkoku 
College at Ch‘ang-ch‘un, who was charged by the Manchukuo authorities with the duty of conservation of 
the sites, and Mr. Takeshi Ouchi, a local Japanese official. After leaving Feng-t‘ien on July 31, we had a 
hard journey by way of K‘ai-lu, Lin-tung (where we spent five days to survey the site of the Liao capital) and 
Hsiao-pa-ling-pei-tzu-fii, arriving at Pai-t‘a-tz u (Ch‘ing-chou) on August 16. At Pai-t‘a-tzu our party was 
delayed for several days owing to heavy rain, but while there we availed ourselves of what opportunities offered 
to survey the site of Ch‘ing-chou. It was not until the evening of August 23 that our party pitched camp 
near the East Mausoleum on War-in-mangha. We stayed there for 16 days, from August 24 to September 
7, and were fortunate in having good weather. 

The survey of the subterranean tomb was not begun before the 29th, because the fallen earth which had 
blocked its entrance had to be removed first. During this time, we made a topographical survey, and studied 
the surface sites for several days. Those who worked in the tomb suffered from unpropitious conditions, 
e.g., the low temperature which remained betw^n 2’ and 4 ° Centigrade in the tomb, while it stood at 40’ 
outside, frequent failures of the portable generator, etc. Nevertheless, our survey of the East Mausoleum 
was finished by September 4, and the topographical survey of the Ch‘ing-ling was also near completion by 
that time. 

We were then about to begin the survey of the West Mausoleum, when a warning came from the police 
headquarters at Pai-t‘a-tzu that groups of soldiers who had deserted from the battle field of Nomonhan on 
the border of Manchuria and Outer Mongolia were approaching. This circumstance compelled us to leave 
W^ar-in-mangha after hurried and incomplete surveys of the other two sepulchres. Before leaving, we careful- 
ly closed with earth the entrance to the tomb and the opening of the inner chamber. 

Ever since that time we have been aspiring to publish the results of our survey. For we have been 
afraid that the precious Liao murals may have been lost under the unfavorable conditions in which they were 
placed. During World War II we devoted ourselves to finishing our report, and by the beginning of 1945 
the preparation of the plates was completed. Unfortunately, all the plates and about half of the original 
negatives were destroyed by fire in March, 1945, as the result of air-raids on Tokyo. The post-war con- 
ditions of this country seemed to deprive us of all hopes of publishing our report until the Ministry of Educa- 
tion agreed to grant the funds. We take this opportunity of expressing our gratitude to the Ministry of 
Education and to Kyoto University. Our thanks are due to Mr. Shintaro Goto of the Zauhd Press and Mr. 
Kikutaro Saito, who assumed the responsibility of bringing out the present volume. Among other individuals 
we are especially indebted to Dr. Tom Haneda, who has always helped and encouraged us and was kind 
enough to contribute a preface to this volume. We would like to record our appreciation to the late Dr. 
Fdiroshi Ikeuchi, former board director of Nichiman Bunka Kyokai, Mr. Yuzo Sugimura, formerly secretary 
of the same organization, and our gratitude is due to Prof Shinobu Iwamura and Mrs. Wilma Fairbank, 
who have prepared the English summary. It is also a pleasure to the authors to covey their sense of obliga- 
tion for the services the following persons so v/illingly rendered: Mr. Hitoshi Harada, the surveyor, Mr. 
Kiyotan Tsuboi and Mr. Ch^en Hsien-ming who have prepared the maps and illustrations, Mr. Manshichi 
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Sakamoto and Mr. Inosuke Xakahashi, the photographers. 

Lastly, we express our deep regret over the death last year of Dr. Ryuzo Torii, who did pioneer work 
in the field of Ch‘ing-ling studies and to whom we are indebted for his publishing some murals which have 
since disappeared, and we lament the death in 1945 of Mr. Takeshi Ouchi who met with a violent end 
during his repatriation from Lin-tung, and the death in 1949 of Mr. Hitoshi Harada. 

Department of Literature 
Kyoto University 
March 1953 


JITSUZO T AMUR A 
Yukio KOBAYASHI 
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CHAPTER I 


THE CH^ING LING AND CH‘ING-YDN-SHAN 

1. PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

Ch‘ING-Ling ^ (or the Chhng Mausoleums) is the collective name given to the tombs of the three Liao 
or Ch‘i-tan emperors, Sheng-tsung he, Hsing-tsung fMI 'T and Tao-tsung iri >k with their empresses. 
They were the 6th, the 7th and the 8th emperors, respectively, ruling in the flourishing period of this empire. 
From the beginning of the 10th to the first half of the 12th century, the Liao succeeded in establishing their 
rule over not only Mongolia, Manchuria and part of North China, but also Korea and Eastern Turkestan, 
and were in a position to compete successfully with the Chinese Sung dynasty. The Ch‘i-tan (Qitay) 
people seem to have been of Mongolian blood. Until the period from Northern Wei to Sui (cir. 6th 
century A.D.) the Ch‘i-tan, whose home was in the Sira-miiren basin, did not constitute a nation, but were 
in a tribal stage, where they were divided into groups sporadically at war with one another. In the beginning 
of the 10th century, however, there appeared an able leader by the name of Ye-lii A-pao-chi puj 
who succeeded in uniting the Ch‘i-tan tribes and establishing an empire on the pattern of a Chinese dynasty 
(Fig. l). He ascended the throne in 916 A.D., assuming the Chinese title of T‘ai-tsu 

In the borderland of Mongolia and Manchuria in the upper basin of the Sira-muren, which rises from 
the Southern Hsing-an fll Range and flows eastward into the Manchurian plain, there are many sites of the 
Chh-tan empire, e.g., the site of the Lin-huang Administration ? tbe sites of feng-ling prefect- 

ures ^P^S (revenue lands for maintenance of the imperial mausoleums) of T‘ai-tsu (Tsu-chou (jifTHi), 
and T‘ai-tsung i'C /jc (Huai-chou tiUl'H)? and the Ch‘ing-ling sites. The mountains and hills in the north- 
western part of the Southern Hsing-an Range were in the time of Liao called by the names Mien-shan 
flfij ill , Hei-shan S [ll , Chhh-shan lU , T‘ai-pao-shan fife Ul and Man-t‘ou-shan Dig [Ij , and game such 
as deer and wild boar abounded there. The Liao emperors, who were very fond of hunting, chose this 
place as their main hunting ground and as their summer resort. Especially, the 6th emperor. Sheng-tsung, 
took much delight in spending his leisure time at Mien-shan (later called Chhng-yiin-shan 1^'JiTll) and 
Ch‘ih-shan; so much was he attracted by this spot that he ordered in his will that his tomb should be built 
at Mien-shan.^' His will was faithfully executed; in fact not only his burial place but also those of his son 
Hsing-tsung and his grandson T‘ao-tsung together with their empresses were subsequently constructed on 
Chhng-yiin-shan. 

Each of these imperial tombs seems to have had its own name. The epitaph^) inscribed on the stele 
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for Sheng-tsung indicates that his tomb was officially called Yung-ch‘ing-ling M ^ while those of Hsing- 
tsung and Tao-tsung were named Yung-hsing-ling and Yung-fu-ling respectively. But 

the Liao-shih iii or History of Liao refers to all three tombs merely as Ch‘ing-ling. It seems to us 
probable that these tombs which had originally had their respective names came in the course of time to be 
called by the name Ch‘ing-ling, as an abbreviation of Yung-ch‘ing-ling. This would not be surprising, if we 
take into consideration the fact that Yung-ch‘ing-ling was the first of the three tombs since Sheng-tsung 
was father of Hsing-tsung and grandfather of Tao-tsung. 

Chdng-yiin-shan, where the three imperial tombs (PI. 2b) are situated, is one of the mountains belonging 
to the Southern Hsing-an Range, lying in the region where the Sira-miiren rises. According to the Liao- 
shih it had been called Mien-shan, but in the year 1023, A.D., in the reign of Sheng-tsung, it was changed 
to Yung-an-shan by order of the emperor, and in 1031 in the reign of Hsing-tsung, when the Yung-ch‘ing 
Mausoleum was completed, it was given the name Chdng-yiin-shan. However, after the fall of the Liao 
dynasty both Chhng-yiin-shan and the Ch‘ing-ling fell into oblivion. 

In 1920 Father Mullie, a missionary in Jehol happened to be informed by Father Heyns at Taying-tzu 
ffi Lin-hsi of the existence of great tombs to the northwest of Pai-t‘a-tzu Fllff f‘> within 

the territory of Barin E f/jc (Pa-lin) in eastern Mongolia. In the same year Father Mullie visited Pai-t‘a-tzu 
and tis vicinity, and published in 1922 a report of his survey in T'oung-pao. In his report he says that three 
underground tombs were discovered on a mountain called by the natives War-in-mangha, which is located 
7 or 8 miles to the northwest of Pai-t‘a-tzu. The tombs are to be identified, he says, as the Chdngling 
where are buried the three Liao emperors, Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, together with their 
empresses. His identification is based only on the fact the tombs are in the vicinity of Pai-t’a-tzu, i.e., 
Ch‘ing-chou ^ j'H (PI. 1, Figs. 2, 3, 4,) in the time of Liao, but he seems to have failed to give indisputable 
evidence. It was not until Father Kervyn, who happened to stay at Hao-p‘o-tu south of Pai-t‘a- 

tzu, succeeded in discovering steles with inscriptions in Chinese or Ch‘i-tan that Father Mullie’s identification 
was assured. The result of Father Kervyn’s research was published in 1923 with some Ch‘i-tan characters 
copied from the steles, while the late Prof. Paul Pelliot who had been informed by Father Kervyn of his 
findings introduced the hitherto unknown Ch‘i-tan writing in T'oung Pao^^ in the same year. 

In the early summer of 1930, an excavation of the tombs was made by order of T‘ang Tso-jung 
§ 5 , son of General T‘ang Yii-lin then Governor of Jehol Province. On that occasion they 

forced entry into the tombs by breaking the massive wooden doors at the entrances of the East and VCest 

1 The term “ Qitay appears in the Orkhon inscriptions. In the Yuan-chao-pi-shih K or the Secret History of the Mongols 

we meet with this name in the form of “ Kitat ” in plural. This people seem, therefore, to have been called “ Kitai ” 

in northern Asia, while Ch i-tan is no doubt its Chinese transliteration. 

2 The Liao-shih, VoL, XXXVII. 

3 See Chap. VI, Section 3. 

4 The mutilated character in the sentence >44 y- □ M rg the 3rd line in the cenotaph inscription for Empress J^n-i T- 

must read As . 

5 Cf. Jos. Mullie; “Les anciennes villes de [’empire des grands Leao au royaume Mongol de Birin”, Toung Pao, Leiden 1922, 
Vol. XXI, No. 1 , pp. 177-201. 

Cf. Le tombeau de 1 emperaur Tao-tsong des Leao, et les premieres inscriptions connues en ecriture k’itan,” Hoimg Pao, 
Leiden 1923, Vol. XXII, No. 4, pp. 292-301. 
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Mausoleums as well as those inside the tombs, and carried off many relics, including ten steles and canopies 
with inscriptions in Chinese and four with inscriptions in Ch‘i-tan characters, to Ch‘eng-te ^ provincial 
capital of Jehol. The Central Mausoleum which was full of water was fortunately saved from ravage. Dr. 
and Mrs. Torii visited the site soon after the excavation by T^ang Tso-jung, and it was as a result of their 
visit that the existence in the underground tomb of the Liao murals became known, subsequently leading 
to the survey by the authors of the present volumes. 


2. TOPOGRAPHY OF THE CHTNG-LING 

The mausoleums called Ch‘ing-ling, comprising both underground tombs and surface structures, lie on 
the mountain called War-in-mangha which is situated about 14 km. to the northwest of Pai-t‘a-tzu village 
(N44''3’: E 118^24’)®' (PI. 2a. Fig. 8) in Barin in eastern Mongolia. The name Chhng-yiin-shan or Ch‘ing- 
yiin mountain seems to have been replaced by its Mongolian name War-in-mangha (tile-sherd dunes) because 
of the many fragments of roof tiles scattered all over the ground. 

War-in -mangha’s peak has an altitude of 1489 m. with a ridge stretching eastward, and on its southern 
slope there rise three rocky ridges. One of the tombs lies below the middle ridge at 1199m. alt., while a 
second tomb is found below the west ridge at 1270 m. alt., and these two tombs are separated by a distance 
of about 640m. ( PI. 2 b. Fig. 7). The third tomb is found at 1324m. alt. about 1400m. to the west of the 
Central Mausoleum (last mentioned). For convenience these underground tombs are here called, in the 
order described, East Mausoleum, Central Mausoleum and West Mausoleum according to their location. 
At the foot of the slope there stretches out a steppe land with sand-dunes, in which the source of the 
Chagan-miiren rises at a height of about 1000 m. The landscape of the slope between the tombs and the 
foot of the mountain is a typical savanna steppe with groves of dwarf oaks, elms and birch-trees. 

Several streams with clear water flow down along the shallow valleys between the ridges of Mt. Ch‘ing- 
yiin, joining with the Chagan-miiren which flows eastward along the foot of the mountain (Pis. 2a, 94a). 
This river, with one of its sources on Mt. Chhng-yiin, runs east of Pai-t‘a-tzu, finally joining the Sira-miiren. 
The Chagan-miiren seems to have assumed its present name in comparatively recent times. It was called in 
the time of Liao the Kara-miiren, i.e., Black River, instead of the Chagan-miiren or White River. 

Though Mt. Ch‘ing-yiin cannot be seen from Pai-t‘a-tzu, the site of Ch‘ing-chou at the time of Liao, 
due to a hill obtruding in the northwest, a full view of both Mt. Ch‘ing-yiin on the one hand and Pai-t‘a-tzu 
on the other can be had from the top of a hill northwest of the village. Looking from the same vantage 
point to the east, a higher peak, 1463 m. alt., is seen, cone-shaped beside Mt. Ch‘ing-yiin. This peak which 
looks darker than the others must be the one called Hei-Iing jl'l jl/i or Hei-shan (Black Mountain) in the Liao- 

7 Cf. Ryuzo Totii, “ War-manha riyobo no chosa ” V — 'i, (A Survey of the War-in-mangha Tombs) in 

his book “ Manmo o fntaubi saguru” (My Second Explolation in Manchuria and Mongolia), Tokyo 1932, pp. 104-120, 

“Ryodaino hekiga ni tsuite” V VLSi.cM'C (Wall Painting of the Liao Dynasty), Kokka N 'I'f, Vol. 41, Nos. 9-12. 

8 There are three routes to Pai-t‘a-tzu : (l I Tung-liao jllliS — K‘ai-Iu pE — Lin-hsi N — Pai-t‘a-tzu (2) Ch'eng- 

te or Ch‘ao-yang Ch‘ih-feng -Lin-hsi- Pai-t‘a-tzu (3 ) Peking It Vi- Kalgan ‘Ji) 'if' tl Dolon-nor — Ching- 

p‘eng If; tiO — Lin-hsi - Pai-t‘a-tzu. 
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shih,^') while the third peak, 1115 m. alt., to the east of Black Mountain seems to be identified with the 
Ch‘ih-shan or Red Mountain of the Liao-shih as it is tinged with reddish purple and called by the name 
of Ulagan-hata (Red Mountain) by the natives. Further to the east of the Ulagan-hata there rises the high 
peak, 1556m. alt., of Kagan-agula or the Kagan Mountain fl'Ul- Plate 2a shows a panoramic view, from 
the hill top to the northwest of Pai-t'^a-tzu, of the landscape with these peaks and the site of the Ch‘ing-chou 
Administration. 

^ The description of Hei-shan and Ch'ing-yiin-shan in the Lido-shih often leads to an interpretation that they are merely dif- 
ferent names for one and the same mountain, but according to the Meng-hst-pi-t‘an ^ '(t of Shen K‘uo it IS, envoy of a Sung 

emperor to Liao, they are no doubt two separate mountains. 
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CHAPTER II 


UNDERGROUND TOMB OF THE EAST MAUSOLEUM 


1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The burial place of the East Mausoleum lies beneath the ground at a spot, 100m. lower in altitude than, and 
600 m. south-east in horizontal distance from, a huge rocky ridge which is the middle one of three similar 
ridges on the south slope of Mt. Chhng-yiin. The tomb is completely hidden underground without a 
mound, but it is built with bricks and its location was disclosed, when one of its vaults (Fig. 13) fell in. 

The tomb consists of a rectangular room and six round rooms of various sizes all of which are connected 
with one another by passages (Figs. 10-13). A cutting (excavated approach) leads to the entrance through 
which one enters a rectangular chamber (“ the antechamber ”). The antechamber is connected with a 
round chamber (“ the central chamber ”) by a passage, and another passage leads from this to the innermost 
round chamber (“ the inner chamber ”). Except for the inner chamber each of the other two chambers 
has two smaller round rooms, one on the east and the other on the west side connected with it by pas- 
sages. The whole plan is in perfect symmetry facing due south (Fig. 14). 

The round, or cylindrical, chambers and rooms are domical-vaulted, while the rectangular chamber and 
the passages have barrel vaults. At the time of the authors’ visit the floors were covered, 1 to 3 m. thick, 
with fallen earth, stones and bricks, with the exception of the floors of the west room of the central cham- 
ber and the east room of the antechamber. Since it was impossible to remove the frozen debris, the authors 
were able to examine only the floors of these smaller rooms. From this examination it was discovered that 
the floor level of the tomb slants T eastward and 2’ southward. This enabled the authors to determine 
the height of each room, which will be found in the table below. The length of the tomb, from the 
entrance to the north wall of the inner chamber, measured 21.4m., while the width through the central 
chamber including its two smaller rooms was 15.5 m. The depth from the surface of the ground to the 
floor level measured 11m. and 9 m. in the central chamber and in the slanting entrance cutting, respectively. 


Antechamber 
Central chamber 


Inner chamber 


SIZES OF CHAMBERS AND ROOMS 


Width or diameter Length 


2.40m. 

5.60 

5.14 


3.27m. 

5.00 (N-S) 
5.30 (E-W) 

4.82 (N-S) 


Height 

4.08m. 

6.38 

6.50 
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Antechamber, 
east room 

3.27 

2.90 (E-W) 

3.48 

Antechamber, 
west room 

3.36 

3.00 (E-W) 

3.67 

Centeral chamber, 
east room 

3.27 

2.94 (E-W) 

3.64 

Central chamber 

west room 

3.30 

3.00 (E-W) 

3.68 

Front passage 

2.36 

2.21 

3.21 

Antechamber, 
north passage 

2.00 

1.98 

2.74 

Central chamber, 
north passage 

1.94 (outer part) 

3.10 (inner part) 

2.05 (outer part) 

1.85 (inner part) 

3.91 (total length) 

2.80 

3.20 

Antechamber, 
east passage 

1.74 

2.00 

2.48 

Antechamber, 
west passage 

1.77 

2.08 

2.48 

Central chamber, 
east passage 

1.61 

2.09 

2.47 

Central chamber, 
west passage 

1.63 

2.12 

2.48 

Cutting 

2.58 (bottom) 

2.86 (upper part) 


4.60 


The antechamber and the front passage, both barrel- vaulted, are of the same width, but the ceiling of the 
former is higher than the ceiling of the latter. At a spot in the passage 0.8m. from the entrance towards 
the antechamber, the authors found remnants of a door frame. The antechamber is rectangular in shape 
with its longer side lying south to north, and at the middle of both the east and west walls there open the 
passages leading to the east and west rooms. Since the ceilings of the passages are lower than the barrel 
ceiling of the antechamber, the south and north walls of the latter have crescent-shaped tympani above the 
passage openings. 

The east and west rooms of the antechamber are round in plan with perpendicular walls and somewhat 
flattened domical-vaults each of whose apexes is closed with a brick. The junction of the wall with the 
vault IS marked by a salient belt which is interrupted at the opening of the passage. At the middle of each 
of the barrel-vaulted passages was found a door frame. 

The central chamber is cylindrical and domical-vaulted, and four passages open out of its round wall. 
The height of the vault measures 3.1m. against its 2.7m. radius, so that the vault as a whole gives an im- 
pression of loftiness. The apex of the vault is closed with a piece of stone. The intersection of the barrel 
vaults with the cylindrical wall causes the arches of the passage openings to project a little beyond the wall. 
The salient band along the junction of the wall with the vault runs just over the arches on the east and 
west sections of the wall, but it is interrupted by the arches on the south and west sections. 

The east and west rooms of the central chamber are similar to those of the antechamber both in size 
and structure. Though the passages from the central chamber leading to its east and west rooms are almost 
identical with those of the antechamber, that leading to the inner chamber is different. Its length is about 
double that of those already mentioned. Its inner (northern) half becomes wider and higher, so that its in- 
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tersection with the wall of the southern half forms a crescent tympanum. In this passage there were three 
door frames, at the middle and at both ends. 

At the time of the authors’ visit the inner chamber was in a half-ruined state; the centre of its vault 
had collapsed so that it was choked with debris. But most of the ceiling except the centre was fortunately 
left as it had stood, and the authors got the impression that this chamber’s domical-vault was more pointed 
than that of the central chamber. A deep rectangular hole in the vault opens at a spot a little west of the 
middle of the north wall; it is 66cm. high and 45cm. wide, but its depth is unknown (Figs. 15, 16). 

The walls of all these chambers, side rooms and passages except those of the inner chamber are covered 
with thick coatings of plaster on whose surface are brightly coloured paintings. The plaster is made of 
lime and sand, some of it coarse-grained mixed with finely cut pieces of straw. 

The paintings on the walls, except for the central chamber, show human figures, life size, the total 
number amounting to over seventy. The walls of the central chamber are covered with paintings represent- 
ing landscapes of the four seasons of the year. Brackets and cofferings of a wooden structure are painted 
on the ceilings not only of the chambers and side rooms but of the passages. The lack of plaster coating 
on the wall of the inner chamber suggests that the wooden blocks of the which samples were found there 
once covered the whole of its wall face. 

The arched entrance to the front passage, which leads into the tomb, opens at the bottom of a per- 
pendicular wall, measuring 7.6m. deep, and the part above the arch is so constructed with bricks as to 
imitate the eaves of a wooden structure. Above the arch is represented a lintel on each end of which is 
attached a salient lintel ornament, and the pole plate is represented as supported with brackets (Pis. 4, 5, Fig. 
18). Resting on the pole plate are double rows of round and square common rafters supporting a tiled 
roof (Fig. 17). This corbelled structure is so solidly built that it supports the eaves which protrude as 
much as 40 cm. from the perpendicular face of the wall. From the protruding ends of the eaves the tiled 
roof recedes to the wall face, on which, above this imitation roof, is painted the ridge with a pair of ridge 
ornaments (PI 6, Fig. 113). 

The cutting (excavated approach) is 2.87m. and 2.58m. wide at its top and bottom, respectively (Fig. 22). 
Though its exact length could not be ascertained, it seemed to measure over 20 m. Its walls are built up 
with bricks, coverd with thick coatings of plaster, and painted with human figures and a horse. The 3 m. 
section of the floor of the cutting nearest the entrance is paved with bricks, 40 cm. square and 6.7cm. thick, 
each row of bricks making a stair, the height of which corresponds with the thickness of a brick, in a slowly 
descending flight of steps leading underground (Fig. 20). 

On each wall near the entrance is a small niche, 112cm. high, 42cm. wide and 27cm. deep, with a kind 
of angular arch (Fig. 21). The plastered sides of the niche are painted in coloured patterns. 


2. THE STRUCTURE OF THE TOMB 


The excavation by T‘ang Tso-jung in 1930 was made in such a destructive way that the doors of the 
passages were all cut away with the result that the entrances to the subterranean tomb were left open for 
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years. Since the temperature inside the tomb was below the freezing point except for a few months in 
summer, the plaster coatings on the walls absorbed moisture and froze during the winter months, then 
melted and contracted in the summer loosening their bond and flaking off, the murals. This process of decay 
was rapid; some murals, which had been in perfect condition in 1935, had completely fallen off exposing the 
brick walls by 1939. Regrettable though this was, it did provide an unexpected opportunity of examining 
the structure of the walls. 

The size of brick is uniform, 36cm. long, 18cm. wide and 6cm. thick. The prevailing method of 
arranging the bricks is as follows; from the bottom up to a level about 1.60m. high, the wall consists of 
eighteen courses, i.e., two courses of stretchers, one course of standing headers, five courses of stretchers, 
one course of standing headers, three courses of stretchers, one course of standing headers, four courses of 
stretchers and one course of headers. We call this kind of arrangement “ basic bond ” for ea s e of reference 
elsewhere (Figs. 28, 29) . Though this sort of arrangement is the rule, the order of headers and stretchers 
is reversed in the round rooms. Stretcher bond is used for the barrel vaults, while header bond is used for 
the domical-vaults. Mortar is used as the adhesive medium. 

The arch of the barrel-vaulted passages of the antechamber has a basic bond wall as its abutment, while 
the antechamber s east and west walls consist of a wall of basic bond and twenty-one courses of stretchers 
the latters’ height being equal to the top of the intrados, which corresponds to the height of the passage 
arch, plus two courses of headers. The barrel vault of the antechamber is set upon the abovedescribed 
wall which serves as its abutment. Theoretically, the minimum height of the antechamber is, therefore, 
determined by the following three factors: 1) the width of the antechamber, which is twice the height of 
the barrel vault, 2) the height of the arch rise in the east and west passages, which is half the width of 
apas sage, plus two courses of headers, and 3) the height of the basic bond wall. Actually, the height 
is fixed at this minimum point. The height of the front passage consists of a waU in basic bond, five 
courses of stretchers, and a barrel vault whose arch ring consists of two courses of headers. The arch ring 
of the north passage of the antechamber is three courses of headers thick, and rests upon the wall of basic 
bond. In the uppermost part of the antechamber’s north wall, courses of standing headers and stretchers 

alternate. This sort of arrangement is also found in the inner courses of the walls in the Central Mauso- 
leum. 

The barrel vault in each of the central chamber’s passages is set upon a wall of basic bond. The part 
of the central chamber’s wall above the basic bond structure is built of mixed flat and standing headers, and 


1 Th. b„ck lombi of H„ d.,. diwovoted South M„thuti, „ J .boat a, Lo-l„g i„ Ko„. a„ built with touoe, of .tt.t- 

ebct, alternating with cout.es of h.odtti from the wall ba* to the top of the coil, no This .eem, b b. J r«. of sm. 

the technigue of do„.c.l-vau,. cons.tuc.iou had „o. pet lu.Xd into Chi bJllToTl ' Tu.tf'H “'at 
barrel-vaulted ceiling was already in vogue in Han tombs. ^ " 

In the arch ring of the Han tombs, which is built with double course, nf km’r-lce c j ■ 
inner course, while in the tomb of the East Mausoleum both c > we n its outer course to end short of the 

the East Mausoleum an arch ring builf^irrieTu^e h "" 7 

may point out the fact that in the Han tombs wedge-shaped bricL”^^!!'^ ^d '""h f T 

But the Sung architectural handbook Ying-tsao-fa-sh,h sh h " I)'' ’7 'u ordinary flat bricks, 

period. The Han tomb, is bu.lt with one tier ^ 

find ceilings bu.lt of three tiers. We shall return to this subject later. the East Mausoleum tomb, where we 
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the whole height of the wall corresponds to the height of the east or west passage plus that of the three courses 
of standing headers which form the arch ring. Between the vault and the cylindrical wall runs a bond 
made of three courses of stretchers, which projects about 3 cm. from the wall face. Thus, theoretically 
the minimum height of this chamber is determined by the radius of the chamber, the width of the east and 
west passages, and the height of the basic bond wall. The actual height is fixed approximately at the 
minimum point. The two inner courses of the barrel vault of the passage are based on the top of the basic 
bond wall, while the outer courses rest on the courses of header still higher. The vault of the chamber 
is constructed with sixty-nine radiating courses of headers flat at the base and upright at the apex, which 
has an irregular circumference made with eight or nine bricks and is closed with a stone. 

Just as the antechamber’s east and west rooms and the central chamber’s east and west rooms share a 
similar plan and size, so they are very similar in their structure. The wall consists of a main section of 
bricks laid in basic bond and an upper part made of six courses of stretchers, and a band of two courses, 
projecting 3 cm., runs between the wall and the vault. The latter is made of courses of thirty-seven to 
forty headers, and its apex is closed with a brick. The arch rings of the antechamber’s passages have a 
thickness of two courses, and of the central chamber, three courses, while the side rooms appear to have a 
thickness of two courses. The floor of the central chamber’s west room is paved with square tiles, most of 
them about 36cm. on a side, arranged in eight courses south to north, one course obtruding into the passage 
by half its width. But the direction of the joints is not exactly parallel with the axis of the tomb, and in 
addition to the 36cm. square tiles there are smaller ones 30cm. square and others of irregular sizes, so that 
the tile arrangement seems somewhat disorderly. 

The vault of the inner chamber is also built with headers. The section of its vaulted ceiling, which is 
exposed inside the hole broken in the ceiling, shows that the ceiling has a thickness of three brick length 
on its north side and of five on its south side, and a considerable space between the ceilings is filled with 
bricks. Such a ceiling is, in its structure, identical with that of Liao brick pagodas with empty space inside, 
but quite different from the ceilings of Han subterranean brick tombs, which consist of only one tier. 
The Liao tombs are more massive in structure. 

It has already been pointed out that the wall face of the inner chamber has no plaster coating, and 
seems to have had curved wooden blocks fitted in inside its cylindrical wall, though detailed examination was 
not feasible due to the debris piled up inside the chamber. One of the specimens found (PI. 119 b. 
Fig. 36) is a curved block, approximately 80cm. long, 15cm. wide and 11cm. thick, with a tenon, about 4cm. 
long, on one end and a mortice on the other. The result of our calculation shows that the radius of the 
room inside the wooden blocks was a little over 2.5 m. The wooden blocks seem to have been attached 


Height of wall 


No. of bricks to a course in the vault 


Antechamber, east room 

1.92m. 

37 

Antechamber, west room 

1.94 m. 

40 

Central chamber, east room 

1 .94 m. 

38 

Central chamber, west room 

1.93m. 

39 


The apex of the vault of the central chamber’s east room is rimmed with ten pieces of brick, and covered with a brick laid 
horizontally, while that of the vault of the west room is rimmed with eight pieces of brick, but due to the coating of mortar it was 
not possible to learn how the hole was closed. 
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to the wall face with mortar whose traces are still recognizable. They appear to have been morticed. There 
is another piece one side of which is painted with red and white pigments. We have no means of ascertain- 
ing if the vaulted ceiling was similarly covered with blocks. But from the fact that each block would have 
had to have a different curvature, it seems more likely that the ceiling would not have been covered with 
blocks, and that, if covered at all, it had a horizontal ceiling of wood. If the block work was done after 
the brick laying, the hole on the north side of the ceiling may have served as an exit for the carpenters. 

We have already seen the corbelled structure in the upper part of the tomb entrance. The bricks used 
here are mostly of a little larger size, i.e., 36cm. long and 24cm. wide in addition to ordinary ones. The 
insides of the small niches dug in both walls of the cutting are covered with bricks of the larger size. This 
may be due to the fact that the parts, 85cm. wide, of the side walls of the cutting are covered with bricks 
of the larger size. This part is constructed with stretchers and headers laid alternately, while in the part 
toward the entrance, where bricks of the ordinary size are used, a section about 1.5 m. in width from its 
top is built with stretchers. 

In the cutting close to the entrance was discovered the bottom of a wall that seems to have closed the 
entrance (PI. 86, Fig. 30). It is built with headers and a few stretchers, three courses thick, and its highest 
tier, the outermost one, measures 2.2m. high from the floor level. The original wall seems to have been 
over Im. higher. This wall had been broken in, probably, by treasure-seekers. 

Altogether nine wooden doors originally stood in this underground tomb, and one had to open five 
doors to enter the inner chamber, but all of them have been destroyed by excavators, who left only a few 
fragments of doors and remains of frames (Figs. 31, 32) set in the walls. The result of our attempts at 
reconstruction shows that the first door at the entrance was a little larger than the others which were of 
about the same size, and the frames were set in the walls at the time of their construction. The lintel 
ornament (PI. 119 a. Fig. 33), which seems to have been part of the entrance door, measures 70cm. total 
length, the size of its head measuring 20.3cm. long, 16.4 wide and 15.2 thick. The tympanum between 
the top of the door-frame and the barrel vault seems to have been filled with a wooden panel carved with 
a dragon or like pattern in low relief (PI. 124, i. Fig. 168). 

^ According to the late Dr. Fumihiko Onaka the wood is Mongolian oak. 
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MURALS OF THE EAST MAUSOLEUM 

The subjects of mural paintings may be classified into three categories; portraits, landscapes and architectural 
ornamentation. They are all gaily coloured. Since these murals were closed in a subterranean tomb, they 
were preserved in comparatively good condition for a period of over 900 years, until quite recently, as unique 
specimens of Liao or Ch‘i-tan art. They have been, however, exposed to rapid decay as the result of ex- 
cavations in 1930. Even at the time of their discovery in 1930 these underground murals were already da- 
maged to a certain degree by streaks of lime deposited by infiltrated water. Also, as the result of excava- 
tions by treasure-seekers, quantities of earth and stones had fallen inside, and buried a considerable part of 
the painted walls. The following pages describe the murals as the present writers found them on the spot, 
leaving out the unidentifiable details. 


1. PORTRAITURE 

Portraits are the subjects of the painting throughout the walls of the front passage, of the antechamber 
and its east and west rooms, of the passages of the antechamber and the central chamber, and of the cutting. 
The number of the extant portraits, which are life size, measuring 1.7 to 1.8m. high, amounts to over 70. 
It seems more convenient to describe them in several groups, as they had apparently been separated into 
distinct sections by the doors now lost (Fig. 38). 

Figures of the Front Passage: When one of the authors, Tamura, visited the tomb in 1931, a figure was 
still visible on the section, about 75cm. wide, of either wall between the entrance of the front passage and 
the door frame. But the figure on the west wall has since completely disappeared with the crumbling-away 
of the plaster, while only the right eye, the eyebrows and part of the beard of that on the east wall are 
recognizable. The partially destroyed figure on the east wall wears Ch‘i-tan clothes with a round collar, 
narrow sleeves and a native cap, andc arries a suan-tou stick (Figs. 41, 42) with his two hands. 

1 As will be seen, those figures, amounting to over ten, painted on either wall of the cutting, are not contemporary with the 
others. The original figures lie under the plaster coating. 

2 The suan-t‘ou stick, as we call it, is a kind of weapon with a spherical or hemispherical head which is painted gray and seems 

to be of iron. This weapon may represent the tUen chang j# /fi, a kind of instrument of punishment used by the Ch'i-tan, which 
is illustrated in the Yen-pei-lu J'L Or it may be t.he t‘ieh-ku-to a sort of ceremonial weapon carried by the imperial 

guard. 
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The photograph taken by Dr. Ryuzo Torii in 1930 shows that the figure on the opposite wall was also in 
Ch‘i-tan costume carrying a stick. He wore no cap, but he has had his hair done up in k‘un-fa ^ coiffure. 
This figure seems to have represented a Ch'i-tan in the prime of life, while that on the east wall is a rather 
aged one (Fig. 43). 


Figures of the Antechamber : The portraits here dealt with include those painted on the walls of the ante- 
chamber itself and those on the east, west and north passages of the antechamber and those on the wall in- 
side the door frame of the entrance passage ( Fig. 50 ) . These figures may be grouped into the following 
five sub-groups; 

a) The east and west walls of the antechamber are separated into outer (south) and inner (north) sec- 
tions by the passages leading to the side rooms. In the outer sections are painted figures in Chinese gar- 
ments with p'u-t'ou ij^ ^ headgear. Since one of these figures on the west wall carries a kind of harp with 
four strings, those on both walls in the same kind of raiment may perhaps all represent musicians (PI. 13 
a, b, Fig. 44). 

b) On each of the inner sections of the east and west walls is painted a pair of figures; the figures on 
the east wall are Ch‘i-tan in their native costumes and with black caps (PI. 15), while those on the west wall 
are in Chinese dress (Pis. 16-18). 

c) Pairs of figures, in Ch‘i-tan costume and carrying sticks, appear on the east and west walls of the 
north passage of the antechamber (Pis. 14, 23.) Of these the figure on the right on the east wall (II, 17, 
Pis. 19-22.) has his hair done up in k.‘un-fd coiffure, has hanging at his left flank a bow sheath of black 
leather'^' with a short bow in it (Fig. 7l), and carries a suan-t‘ou stick. The figure (II. 19) on the left 
on the west wall wears a quiver at his right flank, and two whistling arrows are seen among the ordinary 
ones in the quiver (Figs. 73, 65a). These four figures seem to represent commanders of the imperial 
body-guards. 

d) In the east passage of the antechamber at a point about 1.9m. inside the opening there remains 
part of a door frame, and several figures are seen in the space of each wall between the opening and the 
door frame. Of these the figure (II, 22) on the left side on the south wall carries on his left shoulder a 
cylinder-like object which looks like a folded net; his features are individualized, and he has a hooked nose 


3 K‘ un-fa coiffure is a name given to the ordinary coiffure of the Ch‘i-tan, who shaved the crown of his head and let the rest of 
the hair around the big shaved area hang down as side-locks (PI. 22, figs. 68, 69). 

4 Only part of the crescent-shaped bow sheath is seen, the rest being buried in the earth. The width of its opening measures 
about 21cm., while the part of the bow above the sheath measures 53 cm. so that the whole length of the bow is probably about 
1 m. It seems to be a short compound bow. In Sung Shou’s Shang-Ch‘i-tan-Sbih T g, J: fj- :1i in the Tzu-chth-t‘ung-Chien-Ch‘ang- 
pem firff inilflifiiai], Vol. 97 refers to a Ch‘i-tan bow. The bow sheath in the mural houses half of the bow, and one side of it 
IS straight, and the other curved. The cord by which it hangs is attached to it at the upper end of the straight side, while it is on 
the curved side in the case of the bow sheath found at Yarkhoto (Fig. 72). 

5 The quiver here represented is so long that it contains the whole length of the arrow. The upper part of one of its sides 

has the shape of two arcs arranged side by side with a beaded border inside, while the matching part of the other side, an open flap, 
is decorated inside with a kind of brocade pattern, revealing that the inside of the quiver here represented was lined with a piece of 
brocade. The outside of the quiver seems to have been of leather. It hangs at the waist by a string attached at a point a little 
above Its middle. This kind of quiver is similar to that worn by Ch‘iu Hsing-kung in a relief found at the Mausoleum 

of Emperor T‘ai-tsung of T‘ang as well as to that m a mural discovered by Le Coq at Chotscho and to those in the Caves of the 
Thousand Buddhas at Tun-huang (Figs. 74— 76j. 
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(PI. 24). He wears his coat short and puts on a pair of long boots, so that he looks as though he were 
working in a swamp (fig. 46) . Of the three figures on the north wall the one at the right ( II, 25) holds 
something like an oar in his right hand (Figs. 51, 52). Although these figures may seem out of place, em- 
bellishing the walls of an Imperial tomb, we can assume that they are fishermen accompanying the Chh-tan 
emperor’s fishing excursion. 

e) In the section, approximately Im. wide, between the door frame and the opening of each wall of 
the west passage are painted several figures all in Ch‘i-tan costume (PI. 31). Of these the best executed is 
a figure (II, 26) on the south wall (PI. 32). 

Figures of the East and West Rooms of the Antechamber: With regard to the portraits of these 
smaller rooms there is not much to add to what has already been said. On the round wall, 8.36 m. in cir- 
cumference, of the east room (PI. 25) we find ten figures in Ch‘i-tan costume (Pis. 26, 27, 30, Frontispiece, 
Figs. 53, 54) at intervals of 1 to 0.30 m. with their hair done up in k‘ un-fa coiffure (except the one at the 
centre with a cap). In the west room we find only five such figures (Pis. 34, 35, Figs. 55, 56). 

Figures on the Walls adjacent to the Central Chamber : By the walls adjacent to the central chamber 
we mean those sections of its four passages from their openings to the door frames. Here we deal only with 
the portraits and we shall return to the landscapes on the wall of the central chamber in Section 2 of the 
present chapter. 

a) On each of both walls of the east passage we find two figures (PI. 40, a, b. Figs. 48, 49) ; those on 
the north wall represent female figures. It should be noted that throughout the walls of this tomb no female 
figures are found except these two. On the forehead of the figure (PI. 41) on the left we find two chignons, 
which resemble those appearing on female figures of the T‘ang dynasty. The costume consists of a green 
coat with narrow sleeves, a red outergarment, and a white undergarment with a stand-up collar about 3 cm. 
wide. She wears her coat and outergarment with the left side folded under the right. The lapel of the 
undergarment seems to cover the collar of the outergarment. The coat sleeves are so short as to reach only 
to the elbows, while the coat itself reaches almost to the ankles, and a pair of boots is worn. A long white 
scarf is worn on the left shoulder, and the sash tied around the waist is made of two pieces of rather wide 
white cloth, the ends hanging below. In this connection reference may be made to a description in the 
Chin-shih. ^ 3ll, Vol. XLIII, of the Ch‘i-tan woman ‘‘who wears a sash whose ends hang long below.” 

The figure on the right (V, 49) stands to the left of the other and a little behind. Unfortunately, this 
figure is so mutilated as to show only the face (except the lower jaw) and the lower half of the body. She also 
wears a green coat with a stand-up collar, but besides the scarf wound round her left arm she has a piece 
of light stuff over the same arm. She has no chignon on her forehead. This figure seems to represent 
a lady-in-waiting. 

6 As no reverse side of the Ch‘i-tan costume is shown in the Ch‘ing-ling murals, the authors relied for its description upon the 
figures in the picture Ph A M fl i jl [5?i ( “ A Ch‘i-tan Dignitary and his Horse ” ) in possession of Mr. Fang Jo 7; of Tientsin. 

7 With reference to the coiffure in vogue during the T‘ang dynasty see the figures on screens in the possession of Shosoin iM h" 
and in the murals discovered by Aurel Stein at Astana in Central Asia. 
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b) Six standing figures (Pis. 42, 43) are found in the section, 1.18m. wide, of the west passage be- 
tween the opening and the door frame; four of these are on the south wall and two on the north. Of these 
figures the one (V, 54) on the right side of the north wall clearly reveals the indented lines transferred from 
portrait cartoons (Pis. 43b, 44). 

c) Both walls of the north passage leading to the inner chamber are so poorly preserved that only 
fragments of the paintings are left. We find, however, a few lines representing about one fourth of a face 
and a mouth. Fig. 58 shows a reconstructed face. As the result of our reconstruction we have found that 
this now almost lost figure faced in the direction of the inner chamber. This suggests an extremely sig- 
nificant thing. As has already been said, the present tomb suffered from depredations by treasure-seekers, 
and its interior was almost empty, nothing being left to show the whereabouts of the imperial coffins. It 
was not certain whether the coffins had stood in the inner chamber or in the central chamber. The postures 
of the figures so far described reveal no definite indication of the whereabouts of the coffins, since they all 
look forward at a slight angle, casting their eyes in the direction of either the central or the inner chamber. 
Now, our reconstructed figure on the wall of the passage leading from the central to the inner chamber supp- 
lies us with a key to the solution of the problem ; the fact that he looks toward the inner chamber definitely 
tells us that the coffins were placed in the inner chamber. This conclusion seems to be reinforced by the 
fact that the wall of the inner chamber has a distinctive cpnstruction. 

With regard to the paintings of the east and west rooms of the central chamber we have little to say, 
because nothing remains due to their badly damaged condition (PI. 82). Only fragments of decorative 
patterns are recognizable on their ceilings. 

Figures of the Cutting : Figures are found on both walls of the cutting. They are standing figures, life 
size, but preservation is extremely poor, since they have been constantly exposed to the adverse effects of the 
elements and have been buried in debris. Though it was impossible to excavate the cutting to its entrance 
due to scarcity of labour as well as to shortage of time available, seven figures with a horse were discovered 
on the east wall, and eight figures on the west (Fig. 60). 

a) On the east wall are painted six standing figures and a horse with a groom. As compared with the 
figures inside the tomb, the representation is poorer and more conventionalized. The only things worthy 
of attention are the colours of their coats ; painted red, blue or green on a yellow ground as seen in VI, 59, 
63 & 69. It should be noted that these figures, in contrast to the realistic portrayals inside the tomb, display 
the formalities of the traditional school of Chinese painting (PI. 89). 

The horse (PI. 91, Fig. 61), life size, 2.37m. long and 1.6m. high, is depicted as standing still with its 
head facing away from the entrance. Its colour is dark brown with its mane hanging and its tail tied at the 
middle. This fully saddled steed may have been intended to represent the emperor’s riding horse. Under 
the horse’s head is seen the upper torso of a groom, holding the bridle with his right hand; his lower body 
is hidden in the earth. 

b) On the west wall eight standing figures occupy a space of 5 m. in width. Of these the one (VI, 64) 
nearest to the entrance (PI. 92, 93) resembles those inside the tomb in face, hair and hands, but his eyes 
are different, and the contour lines are much conventionalized. The shadings in light red around the eyes, 
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nose and ears soften, to a certain degree, the stiffness of the contour lines, and enliven his features. 

The excavation of the cutting by the present authors has thrown, unexpectedly, new light on the history 
of the East Mansoleum. In the course of excavation it happened that the painted coating of the wall fell 
off to disclose another layer of plaster coating with painted figures. Those wall paintings on the surface 
seem, therefore, to represent a later repair, but of the period when the tomb had not yet been closed. 

The Paintings as Portraits: The figures painted on the walls of this subterranean tomb represent two 
kinds of people, Ch‘i-tan and Chinese, or at least two sorts of costumes in use at the court of Liao. They 
represent not only Liao warriors but civil officials, musicians, fishermen and females, all in actual size and 
in standing poses. And most of them are in pairs, though there are isolated figures as well as groups of 
several. Each figure is depicted as looking forward with his body in three-quarter view. Although most 
of them are in motionless poses, they do not lack individuality. In a word, they are realistic, displaying 
some physical characteristics of the Ch‘i-tan; the round head — probably brachycephalic — , the bull-neck, 
the wide face with high cheek-bones, the Mongolian eye folds, the not high, but straight, nose-bridge, the 
hollows about the nostrils, the firm lips, and the dark straight hair. There are some with beards. All these 
bodily features, taken together, evidence a strong resemblance to the present-day Mongols. 

A few Ch‘i-tan characters are inscribed over one shoulder of each figure. Since the calligraphic style 
is different in each case, it may be that these are the signatures of the persons portrayed. 

The Costumes of the Portraits : As already pointed out, the portraits display two distinct kinds of cos- 
tumes, Chinese and Ch‘i-tan, and this fact confirms the following quotation from the Liao-shih, Vol. LVI; 
“There were in Liao two kinds of uniform; the national (Ch'i-tan) and the Chinese uniform.” The dual 
system of Liao requirements regarding uniforms came into existence in 947. A.D. Having subjugated the 
territory of Chin of the Five Dynasties, the emperor entered Ta-Liang (rl* ijC), present K‘ai-feng 
on New Year’s Day with his court and army; there the emperor in Chinese ceremonial dress received 
the greetings of his civil and military officers. On that occasion they were given orders to appear in their 
respective national costumes, i.e., the Chh-tan in Ch'i-tan costume and the Chinese in Chinese ccstume. 

Of those figures in Ch‘i-tan costume there are two kinds, those with native caps and those without caps 
but with k‘un-fa coiffure. The Ch‘i-tan costume consists of a coat, an outergarment, a pair of trousers 
and an undergarment. The coat, reaching about 20cm. below the knees (PI. 89), has a round collar and 
narrow sleeves. The sleeves are long so that they are usually folded at the cuffs. The collar is round and 
about 3 cm. wide. A seam runs lengthwise at the middle of the coat both in front and back, and the seam 
in back reaches only down to the waist, leaving the lower part free. The colour of the coat is either red, 
green or blue. The girdle worn on the coat is either of leather or of cloth, and colored red, green, brown 
or black. The outergarments, which are either red, green or blue, have long sleeves and straight collars 
and their left sides are folded under the right (Pis. 43, 44), while the undergarments which are usually white 
have straight collars turned up to cover the collars of the outergarments. Boots are worn, and, it is inferred, 
trousers also, though they are not represented in the pictures. 

The figures in Chinese ccstume wear p'u-t'ou headgears as seen in those on the inner side of the west wall 
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of the antechamber (VI, 13, 14). The p‘u-t'ou, a kind of cap with a wing on either side, is of two kinds; 
one made of stiff material with straight wings (PI. 17), and the other made of soft material with wings curv- 
ed up ( PI. 13 b) . With regard to the outergarments and undergarments there is no difference between the 
Chinese and Ch‘i-tan costumes except for the double red leather girdles, which are folded and provided with 
metal fittings, in the case of Chinese costume. 


2. LANDSCAPES 

The round wall of the central chamber is divided into four sections, southeast, southwest, northwest 
and northeast, by four passages, and the landscapes representing the four seasons of the year are painted on 
the four walls ; spring, summer, autumn and winter on the southeast, southwest, northwest and northeast walls, 
respectively (Fig. 85). The paintings measure approximately 2.70-2.80 m. high and 1.80-1.90m. wide. 

Spring Landscape (Pis. 45-51, Figs. 86, 92) : The main subjects of the spring landscape are apricot flowers 
and waterfowl. Zigzag among low hills flows a stream, and white apricot flowers are in full blossom on the 
hills. There are seen dandelions on the flat plots, while willows grow at the edge of the stream. At the 
center where the stream seems to be tranquil, there flock together swans, ducks, mandarin ducks and wild- 
geese a few more are found in the upper stream as well as in the lower. In the uppermost part of the 
picture a flock of swans is flying in line over the clouds painted red, green and yellow. These objects are 
all done in black line-drawing, and finished with pigments. The hills, which are rather stereotyped, are 
shaded off along their contours. Although correct relative proportions between the objects are disregarded, 
the waterfowl are so realistically painted as to reveal clearly their species and sexes. 

Summer Landscape ( Pis. 52-56, Figs. 87, 90, 91, 93) : Peony flowers and deer are the seasonal subjects here. 
A stream runs through the swamps at the foot of a gently sloping hill, where three aged peony shrubs are 
found in full blossom (Pis. 53, 54). On the hills and swamps are seen hinds in various poses accompani- 
ed by fawns, and three stately stags are found on top of a hill. On another hill on the left two young 
hinds are seen, while wild boars appear in the swamps. The clouds are depicted in an ornamental manner. 
The objects here are outlined in line-drawing and painted with pigments in deep colours, and the inside of 
the contours of the hills is shaded in green. The fact that the peonies are painted disproportionally large 
as compared with other objects gives the impression that this mural was intended rather as a picture of peony 
flowers than a mere landscape. 

Autu.mn Landscape ( Pis. 59-66, Figs. 88, 94) : Autumn-tinted shrubs and deer are made the main subjects 
here. Beyond the hills there rises a steep rock. The shrubs are tinted with red or yellow, but a few are 

8 According to Dr. Tam.ji Kawamura the biggest waterfowi must represent the Cygnus bewwh jankowsk, ALPHERAKY or 
Cygni-5 Cygn.s LINNAEUS, those about to fly Anas platyrhynchaplatyrhyncba LiNNf and the two in front of A,x galmculatJ LINNE, 
Nettion fomosum GEORGI, Tadorna tadorna LiNNE- 

^ We find still a number of wild boar (Sus leucomystax contmentaUs) in War-in-mangha. 
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still green. In contrast to the crimson foliage and the red or purple fruits^°' there are green pine trees on 
the left side. Along the ridge of the steep mountain grows a grove of tall elms and other deciduous trees. 
There are several stags with magnificent antlers, some running after hinds, some crying out.^'^ Roe deer 
are descending the slope and wild boars are wandering in the swamps. In the uppermost part of the pic- 
ture appear conventionalized tricoloured clouds. 

This landscape is remarkable for the technique of drawing trees; the artist has painted them with free 
and bold strokes of a paint-brush dipped in quantities of India ink. The deer are painted with a firm touch 
but still more characteristic are the rocks painted without regard to contours. The foliage of the pine trees 
is also executed without contours. The hills are shaded in dark brown along the contours, while the rocks 
are painted gray or brown. The colour of the deer is not so bright as in the summer landscape, but they 
are scattered here and there among the bright green or crimson trees so that the scene as a whole gives an 
impression of gaiety and at the same time harmony. Proportions are disregarded here also, but the moun- 
tain foliage found only in the upper part of the picture, not elsewhere, contributes to a sense of distance. 

Winter Landscape (Pis. 67-72, Fig. 89) : The seasonal subject is leafless trees and deer. In the lower part 
of the scene is found a hill gently sloping from the right side downwards to the left bottom ; beyond it flows 
a stream on the other side of which are steep hills lying one above another and merging themselves with the 
distant mountains. Between the hills are seen tall evergreen pines and deciduous trees, and on top of the 
mountains there are high defoliated larches. Other trees here represented are yellow-tinted oaks and de- 
foliated willows beside the stream. A flock of hinds is wandering on a gently sloping hill, and three stags 
are standing on another hill, while wild boars lurk in the swamps. The landscape as a whole gives a feeling 
of desolateness; its colour tone is overwhelmingly brown. The defoliated branches of the different kinds of 
trees are in each case characteristic, and distance between the hills is suggested by the upper halves of trees 
appearing between them. The proportion of the trees to the deer is unrealistic. 

Characteristics of Liao Landscape Painting: The landscapes briefly described in the foregoing depict 
the four aspects of nature as it changes from season to season throughout the year reflected not only in its 
plant but in its animal life; all these scenes painted on the four sections of the circular wall will be readily 
found around Mt. Chhng-yiin. Even the plants and animals are still seen there. It is, therefore, beyond 
all doubt that these murals were intended to depict the very landscape of the place where the Liao emperors 
and empresses are interred. But this does not mean that the murals are executed in a slavishly realistic manner. 
On the contrary, they are unrealistic both in perspective and in relative proportions between various objects. 
Although the animals are rather realistically executed, the plants are not, as seen, e.g., in the six-foiled dande- 
lions and plantains. The representation of groves on the hills is stereotyped; they are always placed behind, 
but not upon, the ridges. The same is true of the hills themselves, each of which stands on the level ground, 

10 Ch‘i-tan artists seem to have been keener observers of animals than of plants, so that the plants here represented are more 
difficult to identify. 

11 The deer which constitute one of the main subjects common to the summer, autumn and winter landscapes seem to represent 
the Cervus canadensis xanthopygus, which still inhabit the region of the Great Hsing-an Ranges, North Manchuria, and the Ussuri region 
in Siberia. 
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and is invariably shaded along the outer sides of its curved contours as well as along the inner sides of its 
base lines. 

These muralists did not, like later Chinese landscape painters, use clouds and mist to cover distant topo- 
graphy, but instead depicted configurations in detail by means of a kind of perspective. As a consequence, 
they had to put the hills one above anotheri^) up to a certain point, then begin anew another succession of 
hills parallel; this they did in each half of the picture with swamps and streams zigzagging through the 
middle. Another technique they used for effecting perspective was, as already mentioned, to draw trees with 
only their upper halves appearing above the ridges, thus suggesting a space between the two hills. 

The foreground is represented as looked down on from above, and the distant mountain summits as 
seen from the same level; accordingly, the picture represents an aerial perspective from a spot as high as the 
far mountains. The landscapes are, therefore, intended to depict the slopes lying between the high moun- 
tains afar and the near low ground. The space between the hill ridges as weU as the zigzags of the stream 
between its turning points become smaller and narrower as they become more distant. 


3. ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTATION 


Now we turn to the paintings in the upper part of the walls and on the ceilings, where we find archi- 
tectural ornamentation with flowers, dragons, phoenixes, etc. painted in gay colours. Their motif is invari- 
ably architectural, i.e., they represent ornaments found in wooden architecture. It will be recalled that the 
upper part of the entrance exhibits the same motif but in corbelled brickw'ork, representing eaves. 

The curved face of the domical-vaulted ceilling is divided into several sections by the painted iibs radiat- 
ing from the centre, while that of the barrel-vaulted ceiling is divided into hexagons and small triangles by 
straight lines tunning in three directions. In each hexagon is painted a flower. Below the architeaural 
ornaments run two ornamental bands, one monochromatic and the other in peony pattern. 


The Entrance Parage (Pk. 7, 12b. Figs. 97, 98) : On the upper part of the wall, about 2.4m. above the 
oor evel run two bands, the upper one with peony flowers and the lower pamted light blue. In the peony 
pattern, the ground, the flower, its stamens and pistils and the leaves are dark brown, crimson, blue and 
green, respectively. On both the upper and lower borders are painted beads. 

The ceiling IS covered with large heaagons and smaU triangles, giving an effect of coffering. At each 
intersection of the ands forming the hexagons there is a fcur-petalled flower. In each hexagon is painted 
a peony, morning-glory, chrysanthemum or lotus flower, etc, on a crimson ground. The part of the ceilling 

wall:; ^ *at found on the 


been a time-honoured tradiLn m clnese^plinlg^rrL^Lr^ blck but by means of their positions in the picture had 

T‘ang dynasty especially in decorative designs " was current during the 
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The Antechamber (Pis. 7—11, Figs. 99, 103): The decorative paintings of the barrel ceiling of the ante- 
chamber are similar to those found in the front passage, but on the east and west walls of the antechamber, 
which are higher than the front passage, paintings representing wooden brackets occupy the extra height of 
about 60cm. The brackets are delineated with wide green lines, and decorated with patterns principally crim- 
son and green, but partly blue and yellow. The patterns are generally geometrical with four-petalled flowers, 
but there are some more complicated flower patterns. Below this section there runs, at a height of about 
2.6 m. from the floor level, a band where pairs of white phoenixes are repeated on a crimson ground, and 
below this band there are tw'o more bands, one green, and the other yellow, apparently representing drapery 
(PI. 11, Fig. 103). 

On both the south and north walls we find a band of beading above the bands just described. The 
crescent-shaped tympanum over the passage entrance is decorated with a centrally placed chin tarn ani between 
confronting dragons in conventionalized clouds. The yellow dragons vividly executed on the red ground 
make an impressive picture (Pis. 5, 10, Fig. 99). Each of the two spandrels beside the arch and below 
the yellow drapery band is occupied by a flying bird. The birds on the south wall are painted green with 
tiny hooked bills, while those on the north are blue with black stripes around their eyes as well as on their 
long tails. They are arranged to be confronting. 

The East and West Passages (PI. 12a): The ceiling ornaments of these passages are quite similar to 
those of the already described entrance passage, and there is nothing to add. 

The East and West Rooms of the Antechamber (Pis. 25b, 33b, Fig. 100): The paintings of these rooms 
are so much mutilated that only parts are discernible. At a height of 1.94 m. above the floor level, sets of 
brackets, about 70cm. high, are represented, and the whole vaulted ceiling is divided into six sections by 
ribs painted brown, which radiate from the centre. The west room seems to have had the same design, but 
traces of painting were hardly visible in 1939. 

The North Passage of the Antechamber: Here it will suffice to say that a belt of peony pattern 
accompanied by another belt of blue below runs at a height of 2.27 m., and the ceiling is represented as 
coffered. 

The Central Chamber (Pis. 37-39, 73-78, Figs. 101, 109-112): This chamber is the largest of all and the 
painted patterns of its ceiling are the most varied, but the underlying idea of the composition is the same 
as that of the other ceilings ; a band of peony pattern, which is executed more gracefully than those already 
described, and a yellow band runs just below the solid band, about 3m. above the floor level (PI. 58). 
The whole vaulted ceiling is partitioned into eight sections by eight painted ribs, and pairs of confronting 
dragons and of confronting phoenixes are painted alternately in these sections. The ribs are painted in 
stripes of green, blue and light yellow blending into each other, which suggest woodgrains (Pis. 73, 74, Figs. 
101, 108). Each of the confronting dragons is painted with India ink in a pose descending from the clouds 
with the body a little contracted, the foreclaws under the breast and one of the hind-claws and the tail stretched 
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out and the other hind-claw flexed. The body covered with round scales and has sharp dorsal fins (Fig. 
109). The same kind of dragon is depicted in line-engravings on the cenotaph steles. The confronting 
phoenixes are represented as soaring horizontallywith their heads lowered. Their wings are stretched wide 
and their tails are floating. They have piercing eyes, hooked bills, mushroom-like crests and ears (Fig. 110), 
but their legs are not seen, perhaps, due to the angle of view.^^> The remaining space is all painted red 
with conventionalized clouds. Different kinds of red pigments are used in the upper and lower parts of 
this painting.^'*’ 

On either side of the arch of the passage is represented a pillar on which are painted a dragon and con- 
ventionalized clouds. The two dragons share similar characteristics with those on the ceiling, and are so 
executed as to constitute a confronting pair (PI. 77b, Fig. 111). Birds similar to those found in the ante- 
chamber are painted on the space above the arch (Pis. 7-10, 73, 74, 79a, 80 a). On the arches of the east and 
west passages are added chintamani and butterflies (Pis. 74, 79a, 80a, Fig. 112). 

The East and West Passages of the Central Chamber (Pis. 79-81); The ceilings of these passages 
are painted similarly to those of the other passages described above. 

The E.ast and West Roo.ms of the Central Chamber (Pis. 79, 81): No traces were observable of the 
paintings of the ceilings of these rooms, when visited by the authors in 1939, but the photographs taken 
in 1935 show some conventionalized clouds above the arch and a band, seemingly a beam, running hori- 
zontally just below it. Apparently, the ceilings of these rooms had been painted in a way similar to that of 
the east room of the antechamber. 

T HE North Passage of the Central Chamber (PI. 84): Though the ceiling here was so much damaged 
that details are indiscernible, it seems certain that it had had the same pattern as that found in the other 
barrel ceilings already described. Fragments of clouds are observable upon the crescent-shaped tympanum 
above the middle part of the passage. 


The Entrance (Pis. 4-6, Figs. 102, 113, 114): As already mentioned, there is a corbelled brick entablature 
over the entrance. The arch seems to have had a chintamani flanked by a pair of confronting dragons with 
conventionalized clouds, and the eaves seem to have been painted in the same manner as those found inside 
the tomb. The tiled roof, which has no plaster coating, is painted green, while the wall above it has 
painted ridge tiles and ch‘ih-wei ridge ornaments in yellowish brown colour outlined with India ink (Pis. 5a, 
6a, b, Fig. 113). The inside of the tiny niche on either wall of the cutting near the entrance is painted 

red; along the inner fringe of the niche runs a painted band, 7.6 cm. wide, of a simple conventionalized flower 
pattern (PI. 87). 


Kinds OF Decorative Patterns: All the ornaments found in the uppermost parts of the walls and on 
the ceilings may be classified into the following three categories of pattern ; 

Such a phoenix pattern had already existed in the time of T’ang. See Fig. 11 6 
M The pigment used in the upper part is red lead, while that ,n the lower part is cinnabar. See Section 4. 
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1) Conventionalized four-petalled flowers in different arrangements. 

2) Ornamental flowers. 

3) Variegated curved bands. 

Every decorative pattern found in the few other extant structures of the Liao dynasty seems to fall into one 
of these three categories. But hexagonal coffering is known nowhere except in this mausoleum, and seems 
to be peculiar to it, although painted frames and coffers of flower pattern are found elsewhere. Triangular 
coffering is found in the Kuan-yin Hall of Tu-lo-ssu Chi-hsien Confronting dragons 

and phoenixes seem to have been often used as motifs of ceiling panels in wooden architecture. 

Since paintings representing brackets and other parts peculiar to wooden architecture required only 
mechanical skill in execution, they were probably entrusted to the hands of artisans rather than of artists. 

Under these architeaural ornaments, as we call them, there are two bands ; the upper one is painted with 
peonies, birds or beading, and the lower is monochromatic and has irregular lines, probably representing 
wrinkles of drapery. (Except in the central chamber the patterned bands have beads on both their upper 
and lower borders.) If we can assume that those monochromatic bands are intended to represent draperies, 
and that the underground tomb was modelled after an actual palace structure on the ground, then such 
draperies must have adorned the walls of palace chambers. 


4. DRAWING TECHNIQUE 

Examination of these murals has revealed that in most cases the designs had been traced in the half- 
dried plaster applied to the walls or ceilings, and this method seems to have been faithfully followed without 
exception in the case of the portraits inside the tomb. Not only the general outlines of the body or face 
of a figure but also details of the eyes, the nose, the mouth, the ears, the hair, the eyebrows, the beard, the 
cap, even the wrinkles of the costume and the leather girdle and its fittings had been thus incised before the 
pigments were applied (Figs. 119-121). These designs seem to have been traced from cartoons prepared 
beforehand. The painting does not, however, always follow the lines of the cartoons faithfully. The 
landscapes, by contrast, do not appear to have had such minute and exact cartoons; minutely incised designs 
are used for rather smaller objects such as peony flowers, waterfowl, deer, etc., while in the case of hills, 
trees and other big objects the tracings are rather roughly executed to sketch their general shapes or relative 
positions. For instance, we find a grove is painted in a space delimited only by engraved parallel lines (Fig. 
123), and such unimportant objects as small trees have often no guiding lines at all. The repaired paint- 
ings on the walls of the cutting and the cofferings of the barrel ceilings are also based on rough cartoons. 
The architectural ornaments do not show signs, however, of this kind of cartoon except in parts of the cof- 
fering. 


15 The unfortunate fire of 1949 that devastated the 8th century wall paintings of Horyuji Temple in Japan has dis- 

closed that these paintings, at least partly, were engraved from cartoons. 

16 In Chang Yen-yiian’s Lt-tai-mmg-htia-chi SoE ( History of Celebrated Paintings), Vol. 9, we find that as early as the 

time of T‘ang it was already the practice in portrait painting to copy from a sketch prepared beforehand. 
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Lines painted with India ink without the use of cartoons delineate the dragons and phoenixes in the 
central chamber, while red outlines are used for the brackets. In some portraits we find red lines alongside 
the black sketches, but these must be not contours but a sort of shading. 

The pigments used here are made from mineral granules and adhere to the surface, but have not infil- 
trated into the plaster coating.^’' Among the red pigments, iron oxide and cinnabar are both employed for 
line-drawings, but cinnabar is used for line drawings, when iron oxide is used for the ground, e.g., in the 
peony pattern. According to Prof. Kazuo Yamazaki of Nagoya University, the components of the pig- 
ments are as follows ; 


Colour 

Component 

Location 

Black 

Carbon black 

Hair, caps 

Blue 

Azurite 

Clouds, outline of passage arch 

Green 

Malachite 

Coats, grass, clouds, outlines of brackets, flower patterns of niche 

Yellowish red, reddish brown, 
greyish brown. 

Iron oxide 

Faces, handles of sitan-t'ou sticks, tree trunks, shadings of hills, 
contours of clouds, outlines of flower patterns of brackets, inner 
parts of flower patterns of brackets, grounds of peony patterns, 
vertical banas of pillars in central chamber, flower patterns and 
grounds of niches 

Red, yellowish red (vermilion ) 

Cinnabar 

Collars of outergarments, patterns on saddle- flaps, grounds of pil- 
lars in central chamber, ground of lower part of ceiling of central 
chamber, outer parts of flower patterns of brackets, dessins of 
peony patterns, ground of upper part of entrance with golden 
clouds 

Yellowish red, red, purplish 
red, purple 

Red lead 

Girdles in portraits, ground of ceiling of antechamber, upper part 
of ceiling of central chamber, outlines of arches of passages 

Yellow 

Unknown 

• 

Golden 

Gold 

Clouds on upper part of entrance 


Differences in Technique ; The faces and hands and legs of most of the portraits have black outlines, and 
are painted brown, but there are a few which have red lines like shadings along the black contours', for 
example, in figures III 37 (Vol. I, Frontispiece), IV 41 (PI. 34) and V54 (PI. 44) and in the fisherman at 
the left on the south wall of the east passage of the north wall of the west passage of the central chamber (PI. 
44) . Some black lines are executed uniformly, but some vary unevenly from heavy to fine lines. 

As compared with those found inside the tomb, the portraits on the walls of the cutting lack individu- 
ality not only in their features but also in their outlines, and some of them have red shadings along the 
creases of their costumes (Fig. 124). 

VV.,h regard to tKe landscapes the brown shadings of the hills are found only in the spring, autunrn and 
wrntcr landscapes, not in the summer landscape. The peon.es ,n the summer landscape are outlined and 
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painted with varieties of deep colours. The trunks of the deciduous trees found in the autumn landscape 
are also defined in line-drawing, but their foliage is painted without outlines. In the autumn landscape we 
find some red-tinted trees so boldly painted as to ignore the shape of the leaves, and there are others that 
are depicted only in black line-drawing. Moreover, distinctions in technique will be readily grasped, if we 
compare the deer in the summer with those in the autumn. It may be presumed that the summer land- 
scape derived from T‘ang ornamental landscapes, while the autumn one was a precursor of Sung landscapes 
in black and white. Between our four landscapes we cannot help perceiving some differences, though 
they may not be very conspicuous. 

As already pointed out, the architectural patterns employed for ornamental purposes differ also in their 
execution; some are fine, while others are rather crude. These differences seem to be due to the degrees of 
skill of the artists. Though the planning of the murals of the East Mausoleum may have been done by 
one or a few master artists, it would seem quite reasonable that a number of apprentices must have been 
employed or have co-operated. From the standpoint of the history of Chinese painting, it is noteworthy that 
no later repair or repainting has been done to these subterranean murals, so that in them we can study 
various techniques of Liao painting. 


Some Ch.ajracteristics of the Liao Murals: As compared with the figures represented on the walls of 
the cave temples in Central Asia, those found on the walls of this Ch‘i-tan sepulchre reveal a higher degree 
of individuality. The portraits here include not only courtiers and warriors but musicians, ladies and even 
fishermen, all present to attend their sovereign interred in the inner chamber. We are led, therefore, to infer 
that these murals were intended to depict the real and daily life of the Ch‘i-tan emperor at his na-po.^^'' 

We find painted walls with crude images in the Han tombs in Manchuria as well as in the tombs of 
the Korean Kao-kou-li period,^°^ while figures of Buddhist monks and donars are found in the mural paint- 
ings of cav'e temples in central Asia.^^) The Buddhist custom of decorating the walls with figures flourished 
on China’s northwestern frontiers at the time of T‘ang, but those painted figures are executed in a stereotyped 
manner and lack individuality as portraits, while these in the East Mausoleum are real portraits, each revealing 
a strong individuality. 

In the period from the end of T‘ang to Northern Sung, it became the practice to decorate first the walls 
of palaces and then the walls of tombs of dignitaries with landscapes as well as portraits, and this custom 
seems to have led to furnishing the sepulchral walls with landscapes and portraits such as we find in this 


18 It is said that Chinese landscape painting in black and white began in the T'ang dynasty, and that Ching Hao 'fC r.';' of Liang 


in the Five DynastydiU was its great master. 


technique is also said to have been devised by Hsii 


Ch‘ung-ssu Vf, i'A laji of southern T‘ang. Whether this autumn landscape descended from the landscapes in black and white or 
from mei-ku painting, it seems that its origin is to be sought for either in the Five Dynasty or in the beginning of Sung. 

19 Na-po hith is a Chinese transliteration of the Ch'i-tan word that signifies the Liao emperor’s seasonal residence. 

20 Cf. Kazuchika Komai f/oj Jl- fll 'g, “Ryoyo hakken no kan-dai funbo ” & M, 'Tl f'S ft Fft (Tombs of the Han Dynasty 

Discovered in Liao-yang ), Archaeological Studies I’i Ff dl:, Tokyo 1950, Vol. 1, the Archaeological Seminary, Faculty of Letters 
'k l/i k k- k 'I-'- Mi 'f Vi T fr'f 'fc ‘-ii, Tokyo University ; Hiroshi Ikeuchi i'Ji IT dd, Sueji Umehara hi 'V- k iri , T'vng-kou ilij Nichi- 
man Bunka Kyokai B ;iS ki k fk v7, The Japan-Manchukuo Cultural Association Tokyo 1939 SC 1940, Vols. 2. Hiroshi Naito IT sS 
'Jd &C Osamu Mori V4 VS, Ymg-ch‘eng-tzu M, Archaeologia Orientalis, Series A, Vol. IV, 1934. 

21 Cf. A. von Le Coq, Chotscho. Pis. 7, 12, 30, 38. 
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Liao tomb. The Liao-shih informs us that the portraits of favourite functionaries of the court were ordered 
by the 5th emperor, Ching-tsung, father of Sheng-tsung, to be painted on the walls of a memorial hall, and 
the same thing is told of Sheng-tsung. It may be, though some would call it a far-fetched interpretation, 
that sepulchral portraits were a substitute for immolation. 

We have already seen that the four landscapes representing the seasons of the year depict actual land- 
scapes on and around Mt. Chhng-yiin; but another meaning may have been attached to them. It is well- 
known that the Chinese think the four seasons of the year correspond to the four cardinal points. In the 
tombs of the Six Dynasties we find the four divinities representing the cardinal points painted on the walls. 
It may be that the Four Deities had been replaced by the four seasonal landscapes in the time of Liao.^^) 

Lastly, a few words on the so-called architectural ornamentation. This is intended to represent various 
parts of a wooden structure^^^ and its ornaments, but it is doubtless impractical to make a faithful represent- 
ation of wooden architecture upon the curved barrel or domical vault peculiar to a brick structure. One of 
the conspicuous results of this limitation can be observed in the discontinuity of the painted patterns on two 
walls meeting at right angles so that the pattern of each wall is drawn independently from that of the other. 
For instance, on the walls of one and the same chamber we find the bands representing draperies at various 
heights. In the antechamber we find part of a band cut off by the arch of a passage, while in the central 
chamber a continuous pattern is drawn on the upper parts of the north and south passages, but no regard 
is paid to the peculiar structure of the wall face with brick ends of the arch jutting out. Sometimes the 
structural is deformed for the sake of the ornamental as we see in the case of portraits and hangings, which 
are so disposed as to cover the painted band along the arched opening. In short, the painted ornamenta- 
tion we find here is not composed as an integrated whole but as separate and individual ornaments for each 
section of the wall. 

Some say that the underground tomb of the East Mausoleum was modelled after the tents of the Ch‘i- 
tan.^-*) The northern Asiatic nomads have lived and still live in cylindrical tents with conical ceilings. The 
Ch i-tan were no exception. But as a result of their contact with Chinese civilization wooden architecture 
had been introduced into their country, and in constructing their imperial sepulchres the Ch‘i-tan may natu- 
rally have wanted to have them modelled after their (wooden) dwellings in this world. It should be, how- 
ever, remembered that already in Han times barrel vaults of brick had been built, and that the domical- 
vaulted ceiling seems to have existed long before the Sung and Liao periods.25j At least so far as the con- 
struction of the tomb of the East Mausoleum is concerned, the present authors are inclined to emphasize 

the overwhelming influence of Chinese civilization rather than the often overstated dualism in the culture 
of Liao. 


22 The use of the Four Deities as an ornamental design is found on the sides of the canopy of the cenotaph for Emperor Sh^ne- 
tsung. See Chapter VI, Section 2. 

23 In Manchuria there have been found some Liao tombs cylindrical in shape or on a polygonal plan, which have on their walls 
engaged brackets and columns of brick modelled after wooden ones. 

24 Cf. Dr. RyQzoTorii, “Ryd-dai no Hekiga ni tsuite” f'C ® * .c St 'o r (On the Wall Painting of the Liao Dynasty) 

kokka Mii'j’C, Tokyo 1931, No. 490-493. ^ 


25 S. von Oldenburg, Russkaja Turkestanskaja, Ekspedicija, St. Petersburg 1914, PI. 58 [Sdngim No. 6]. At Sdngim we find 
domical-vaulted ceilings which belong to the T‘ang dynasty, and the cylindrical-shaped mam hall of the cave temple at Keishu 
(Kyon-ju Si 'll) in Korea has a domical-vaulted ceiling. 
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CHAPTER IV 


SITES AND RELICS OF THE EAST MAUSOLEUM 

1. THE STRUCTURE SITES 

The original precincts of the East Mausoleum seem to have covered a large area, including the long approach 
that stretches over 1 km. southeast, a number of hills around the underground sepulchre, and rocky moun- 
tains behind it. What we now find there are earthen platforms, stone bases and a few other relics scattered 
over the ground (PI. 94, Fig. 133). 

These platforms,^) totalling over twenty, are found in groups on a comparatively flat ground which 
slopes a little toward the south covering about 300 square metres and stretching approximately 200 m. to the 
southeast of the subterranean sepulchre. They are divided by the approach into two groups, east and west, 
of which the east group contains more platforms and more important sites. Because of the limited time 
available, the present authors devoted themselves to investigating especially those in the northern part of the 
east group, rectangular platforms, about 12m. wide at the top, covering an area measuring 68m. east to west 
and 90m. south to north. There is a larger platform 29 by 42m. at the centre of the northern part. From 
these remains it is inferred that there once stood a large main structure at the centre of the northern part 
with wings at its right and left and a gate at the middle in the front, all these structures being connected 
by corridors (PI. 95a, Fig. 128). 

The large central platform seems to have supported a big wooden structure, about 24 m. square, with 
each side partitioned into five bays (chien) by pillars, and the part of the platform in front of the structure 
seems to have been used as a balcony, 24 by 12m. As the result of excavations 34 pillar bases were located, 
the pieces of stone altogether amounting to 40 (PI. 96, Figs. 129, 130). From the arrangement of the base 
stones the general plan of the structure can be deduced. It is square, five bays on a side. At two bays’ 
depth behind the facade there is an inner court which is three bays wide and two bays deep. It is sur- 
rounded on west, north and east by aisles one bay in width. In front of each base stone in the third 

1 The main structure seems to have been used for performing rituals, but some parts of it as residential quarters. According 

to the Lido-sbih two ceremonial halls, the Wang-hsien-tien S fill -1 and the Yii-jung-tien were constructed in front of the 

tomb of Emperor Sheng-tsung, while the Chin-tien ff> and the T‘ung-t‘ien-tien in] X >*'1 were in front of that of Emperor Hsing- 
tsung. Also the San-chiao-pei-meng-hui-pien fd ffldt 'r'?#], Vol. XXI, and the Cb't-tan-kuo-cbih Vol. XI, say that the 

Wang-hsien-tien the Wang-sheng-tien ® and the Shen-yi-tien # ® were destroyed by the Chin. These names may 

have been only those for the main structures of the mausoleums of Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, but they have been 
taken to mean the names of the entire sanctuaries. 

2 We find another example of Liao architecture represented in Ta-hsmng-pao-tien of Feng-kuo-ssu Temple, which has an inner 
court two bays deep and an aisle two bays deep on its facade and one bay deep on the other three sides ( Fig. 136 ). 
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row back from the facade a smaller base stone is placed for the pillar to support a beam of the aisle, while 
each of the two foundations at the middle in the fifth row have three much smaller base stones around it, 
each in front and on either side (we do not include, only for the sake of convenience, these six smaller stones 
in the number of the base stones described above). A little different is the arrangement of those at both 
extremities of the fourth row, where one large and one smaller stone are paired, about 15 cm. apart, sug- 
gesting that the smaller stones supported pillars of subordinate structures abutting at the sides. The inter- 
vals between the pillar centres measure, as a rule, 4.73 m. except those between the two central pillars of the 
front row and between the second row and the third, which measure 5.33 m. The base stones are of 
granite with flat but unpolished top surfaces, the majority measuring about 80 x 80cm. the biggest 89 x 82cm. 
and the smallest 54x56 cm. The second one from the left in the second row measures 68 x 68cm. with a 
round projection at its centre. The smaller base stones beside the main ones are, as a rule, rectangular. 

The floor is bricked and is almost on the same level with the base stones (Fig. 139); most of the bricks 
are 36cm. square and 6cm. thick. There are some which are rectangular in shape, measuring 36 by 24 
cm., and the irregular spaces around the stone bases are filled with fragments of bricks and plaster. The 
floor bricks are laid in straight joint north to south and in breaking joint east to west. To the west of the 
second base stone from the left in the fourth row there is a space where the brick surface is painted red, 
while the floor space north of this base stone and to the west of the third one in the last row is covered 
thickly with plaster; it may be that some kind of wooden or brick construction was fixed there. Outside the 
base stones at both extremities of the fourth row we find piles of bricks, which seem to be the base of a brick 
wall. 

Due to the limited time available the authors were unable to make detailed surveys of the sites other 
than the sanctuary just described, but they were able to determine that the intervals between the pillars at 
the other sites invariably measured either 4.73 or 5.33 m., i.e., the same as at the site of the sanctuary. Wher- 
ever there were deviations from these two standard inter-pillar intervals, they invariably represented a half of 
one or the other. Of these two the 4.73 m. interval seems to have been the rule, while the 5.33 m. interval 
was used only for entrances, perhaps with doors (Fig. 132). 

The wing seems to have been a square structure. For its facade was divided by pillars into three bays 
with an inter-pillar interval of 5.33 m. in the middle bay and of 2.67m. on either side. From front to back 
it was divided into two bays with intervals of 5.33 m. West of, and close to, each of the east corner stone 
of the west wing there is another foundation stone, probably for a pillar of a small annex. At the site of 
the east wing were found part of its easterly brick wall and two rows of floor bricks. 

The west corridor seems to have consisted of three structures constructed longitudinally from south to 
north upon three platforms; they have a row of base stones on the west which, from the south, partition 
the first, the second and the third platforms, respectively, into six, four and three bays with inter-pillar inter- 
vals of 4.73 m. Their width, judging by base stones on the third platform, was divided into three bays 
with an inter-pillar interval of 5.33 m. at the middle and of 2.36m. at either side. The interval, however, 
between the last pillar on the second platform and the first on the third measures 5.33 m., and at a point 

3 5.33 and 4.73 m. seem to correspond with 18 and 16 ch‘,h, respectively, m the Liao measure so that one ch‘ih must be about 
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4.73 m. north of the former and just south of each of the two base stones at the middle front of the third 
platform is also placed another base stone. Such seems to be the ground plan of the west corridor inferred 
from its remaining base stones. They are for the most part square and flat on top like those found at the 
site of the main structure but a little smaller, the largest and the smallest measuring 81 by 70cm. and 53 by 
45 cm., respectively, and the majority being 65 x 65 cm. 

At the somewhat elevated site of the front gate at the middle of the south part of the platform there 
are twelve base stones, which seem to have supported the pillars for a wooden gate with three bays at its 
facade and two bays at either side (PI. 95b, 96d, Fig. 131).'^* The inter-pillar intervals are 4.73cm. with 
the exception of that at the middle of the facade measuring 5.33. The largest base stone measures 81 by 
86cm., while the smallest is 76 by 70cm., the majority measuring 80 by 80cm. The two stones at the 
middle of the inner row have oblong hollows to support the sill. The space between the two middle rows 
of base stones as well as that outside the east row are paved with bricks laid in the masonry joint which 
runs east to west. This paved floor is about 20cm. below the top level of the base stones. On both sides 
of the gate there seems to have been a structure two bays deep with inter-pillar intervals of 4.73 m. The 
south row of its base stones coincides with the southernmost row of the corridor. At the south end of 
either corridor there is a small and low platform. Since no base stones have been found there, there seem 
to have been no structures on them. 

Let us turn for a moment to the platforms south of the above-mentioned front gate and east of the ap- 
proach. The main ones are as follows: one whose south side ends at a point about 30m. south of the 
front gate and where are found quantities of bricks; another about 40 m. south and a little east of the first, 
measuring 27 by 21m.; and two more of a rather elongated shape lying between the above-mentioned. In 
a southeasterly direction from the one farthest to the east, there continues a number of platforms irregularly 
placed, and around these platforms there are scattered quantities of potsherds. 

Now we turn to those platforms west of the approach. There we find two long platforms with a slop- 
ing passage between them. The east platform consists of three separate parts; the southern part measures 
18 by 10m., the central is highest, its top surface measuring 15 by 15m., and the northern part measures 
20 by 12m., joining with the north end of the west platform. The west platform is a single long one, and 
measures 70 by 12 m. The base stones found on these platforms are generally square, about 60 by 60 cm., 
but those found on the central part of the east platform are larger, measuring 76-81 cm. on a side. The 
inter-pillar intervals of the now lost structure on the east platform measure 4.73 m., while those on the west 
platform measure 5.33 m. in spite of the smaller size of its foundation stones. This seems to indicate that 
the east platform supported a larger and heavier structure. 

Lastly, a few words on the fragments of roof-tiles found here. Like those discovered at various other 
sites belonging to the Liao dynasty, they are both glazed and unglazed; the glazed ones, however, have 
been found only at the site of the main structure and on one of the platforms east of the approach. 

The site of the approach gate is situated at a spot about 1300 m. south of the site of the sanctuary. 
There we find four platforms in a line. Of these the one on either end measures 30 m. long (facade), 22 m. 


^ The plan of the front gate as inferred from its site reveals a likeness to the gate of Tu-lo-ssu iSi 2^ at Chi-hsien SijS, 
which belongs to the Liao period (Fig. 183). 
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wide at the base and 5.7m. high, while at the top it is 14.7m. long and 4 m. wide, and is divided into halves 
almost at the middle, the outer half being 0.5 m. lower than the inner one. Each of the central platforms is 
7.2m. wide, l7m. front to back at the base and 3.3m. high, and its level top surface measures 1.4m. wide 
and 7.8m. front to back. The sides of these platforms slant at an angle of about 40 degrees. Originally 
they seem to have been covered with bricks, and to have had wooden structures upon their top surfaces 
(Fig. 134). 

In the case of the East Mausoleum a distance of 1300 m. separates its sanctuary from its approach gate, 
while the distance is approximately 600— 700 m. in the cases of the Central and VC^est Mausoleums (Fig. 135). 
The longer approach of the former is perhaps due to a hill about 600m. south of its sanctuary, which made 
the construction of the approach gate there impossible. 

The plan of the East Mausoleum, which agrees generally with those of the other two mausoleums, finds 
its counterparts in various other sites of Liao. For example, we find the site of the inner gate of the Liao 
walled city at Tsu-chou 'J'H (Fig. 140) similar to the just described site of the approach gate of the East 
Mausoleum, and there also remains the site of a Liao structure at Ch‘ing-chou (Fig. 3), which resembles the 
north platforms to the east of the approach of the East Mausoleum. It may be that we have here, therefore, 
a basic plan of Liao official construction. 


2. THE RELICS FROM THE SANCTUARY SITE 

Quantities of fragments of tiles, both glazed and unglazed, and two pieces of iron manufacture have 
been discovered at the site of the sancturry, while a number of potsherds has been found on the ground in 
front of the platforms in the southeastern part to the east of the approach. 

The tiles (Pis. 111-115) found at the site of the sanctuary include five kinds; round or convex tiles, 
plain or concave tiles, ridge tiles, ch‘ih-wei tiles and gargoyle tiles. Besides these there are convex and plain 
tiles with end ornaments, which are specially used as eave tiles. Most of the convex and plain tiles are 
glazed. The kinds of glaze are either green or khaki, the latter being applied only to the plain tiles. The 
material of the glazed tiles is either light yellow or light pink and of harder quality than the unglazed ones 
of grey. 

PI. 113 shows some specimens of the convex type (i-4 glazed, 5 unglazed.) The convex tile was made 
by cutting a cylinder of clay into halves, and firing it in a kiln. Its shape, somewhat flatter than a semi- 
circle, seems due to shrinkage of the material during the process of baking. Both ends of the convex 
tile are of the same diameter, but its upper end has a protruding neck for junction. Its reverse side is 
covered with impressions of texture except on both side-edges and the lower end, where they are erased. 
The size of the glazed ones measures l7.8-20.8cm. wide, 42cm. (reconstructed) long, and 2.7-3.2cm. thick 

5 A convex tile found at the site of Tung-ching-ch'eng of P‘o-hai in Manchuria has a similar neck joint. See Yoshito Harada 
ly; in m K and Kazuchika Komai f-l M' ff! 'g, Tonkin-jo JaM ( Tung- chtng-ch‘ eng of P'o-hai), Archaeologia Orientalis, Tokyo 1939, 
Series A, Vol. V. 
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(Fig. 141, 1 , 2 ), while that of the unglazed ones is a little smaller with a width of 17 cm. Some have nail 
holes that seem to have been made before baking, and green glaze is applied everywhere on the face except 
on the neck joint. 

The plain tiles (PI. 114, 1— 3, Fig. 141, 3-5) are either glazed or unglazed. They were made by break- 
ing lengthwise the cylinders of clay into four equal parts. Incisions for this purpose that reached from 
one half to one quarter of the thickness of the clay cylinder seem to have been made before baking. The 
surface of this type of tile has texture impressions, and its underside is incised with lines by the potter’s 
wheel. There are two sizes; one measures 34 and 28cm. wide at the upper and lower ends, respectively, 
while the other measures 28 and 25cm. The larger one (l) is green-glazed, while the smaller ( 2 , 4) are 
khaki-glazed, but there is one (5) which is smaller and green-glazed. Seventy per cent of the surface is, 
as a rule, glazed except on the upper end and on the right and left edges. The lower end is glazed, but 
the underside is always unglazed. There are some whose textile impressions seem to have been erased be- 
fore glazing. In Fig. 142 we find a small green-glazed plain tile in which the Chinese character /J' appears in 
the yellowish-green glazing. Except for this one which was found at the site of the west wing all the 
glazed plain tiles were found at the site of the main structure. 

The convex eave tiles (PI. Ill, Figs. 143, 144) also include glazed and unglazed ones, and both types 
have a kind of round ornament, 18-19 cm. in circumference, on their frontals. The frontal ornament is 
the grotesque face of a gargoyle-like animal surrounded by beading on a plain ground. We find eight 
varieties of this type of gargoyle pattern; three in the glazed tiles (except 3) and five in the unglazed. 
All of them are much simplified except the glazed one ( 1 ) which is faithfully patterned after the traditional 
type of Chinese gargoyle. That shown in ( 4 ) looks like the face of a monkey, and we find a number of 
this type. The frontal ornament seems to have been stuck onto a piece of ordinary convex tile. Glazing 
covers all its face but only along the perimeter of its underside. The glazed ones come from the site of 
the main structure, while the unglazed from that of the west corridor. 

The plain eave tiles (PI. 112, Fig. 145) do not show much variation with respect to shape and pattern. 
They are glazed or unglazed. Their frontal ornaments are rather simple; the commonest are those with 
a flat piece, about 6.5 cm. wide and 25cm. thick, whose lower side is somewhat rounded. There are, how- 
ever, those with a lower, about 5cm., or thinner piece (4, 6, s) as well as with a high piece (7), 7cm., 
though rare. The pattern of the ornamental part consists of four grooves and five raised stripes alternately 
plain and hatched with diagonal lines; between them are four undulatory grooves made with the potter’s 
wheel. Since, apparently, a mould was not used for making this kind of pattern, the tiles differ, though 
not very much, from one another. Glazing covers most of the face and the ornamental part, and it is also 
applied on a space, about 18-19cm. wide, of the underside. Without exception the plain eave tiles are 
green-glazed. 

The plain ridge tiles here illustrated (PI. 114, 4-7^ Fig. 146) are all glazed. But we can hardly tell 

6 As to the patterns see Yukio Kobayashi 'I ' 14 trdii, “Ryo-dai no kawara ni tsuite” 1 1; cO Jl (On the Patterns 

of Liao Tiles), Houn'H'Il;, Kyoto 1943, Vol. 30. 

7 The ornamental part of a convex tile in PI. 1111,31, may be not from the present mausoleum but from the Central Mauso- 
leum. We shall return to this subject in Chap. V. 
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fragments of unglazed ridge tiles from those of unglazed plain tiles. The plain ridge tile was made in the 
same way as the convex or plain tile, but it is half as wide and not quite as long. In PI. 114, ( 4 ) we find 
a plain ridge tile 12.4cm. in width, which is half the size of a convex tile, while PI. 114, { 5 ) and (7) show 
tiles one of which is 10cm. wide and the other 8.2cm. wide, each being half the size of the plain tile. But 
their length is shorter than the concave or plain ridge tile; PI. 114, ( 4 ), ( 5 ) and (6) measure 27.8cm. long, 
while ( 7 ) is 23 cm. long. Glazing is found on only one of the sides and along the edges of both face and 
underside, meeting the glazed side. 

The Ch‘ih-n’ei and Gargoyle Tiles are all unglazed (PI. 115, Fig. 148). The ch^ih-wei tile is a kind of 
ornamental ridge tile representing the whole body of a grotesque gargoyle, and a pair is so placed as to 
confront each other at either end of the ridge. The gargoyle tile represents only the head of a gargoyle. 
It decorates the hip of the roof and is so placed as to look outwards, but no complete specimens of either 
ch‘ih-wei or gargoyle tiles have been found at this site. PI. 115, ( 1 ) and ( 2 ), ( 4 ), ( 5 ) and (7) represent side, 
back or tail dorsals, a fragment of mouth and that of some uncertain part, respectively, of chfih-wei ridge 
ornaments, while (3) and (6) seem to be parts of mandibles of gargoyle tiles. These two, ( 3 ) and (6), were 
found at the site of the front gate. 

All glazed tiles referred to above belong to the site of the main structure, while the unglazed ones were 
all found at the sites of other structures, i.e., the wings, the corridors and the gate. Of the glazed tiles 
found at the site of the main structure all except the plain tiles were green-glazed, while the plain tiles were 
mostly khaki-glazed. This fact leads us to infer that the main structure was roofed with green-glazed 
convex tiles and khaki-glazed plain tiles, and the green-glazed tiles were used for its ridges and eaves, while 
a comparatively few green-glazed tiles were employed for points of junction with the ridge and eaves. 

The potsherds (Figs. 149, 155) discovered comprise fragments of white porcelaneous wares of the ying- 
ch‘ing type, green porcelain, a brownish-gray tall jar (cif. Fig. 151), white-glazed soft wares and earthen- 
wares. Of the white-glazed potsherds there has been found a number of fragments of wares of the ting 
^ type and of white-glazed Manchurian porcelainous wares. The fragments of earthenwares are mainly 
patterned with a roller (Figs. 152, 156). 

Of the two pieces of iron manufacture, one (Figs. 153, 157) is a nail, about 17cm. long, which seems 
to have been used for holding a convex tile, and the other is a fragment of an iron tripod with a flat bot- 
tom. Two Sung coins ( Hsiang-fu-yuan-pao ijr'f: 'fjp yt it) are also in our collection. They were struck in 
the Ta-chung-hsiang-fu era (1008-1016 A. D.) of Sung. 


3. THE RELICS FROM INSIDE THE BURIAL PLACE 


The earth that had flowed inside the tomb through the broken openings was frozen even in summer, 
rendering excavation almost impossible. Nevertheless, a variety of wooden relics have been recovered at 

8 All the wooden pieces found in the burial place of the East Mausoleum are of Mongolian oak, according to the late Prof. 
Fumihiko Onaka. 
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the entrance as well as in the west room of the central chamber. These relics comprise fragments of doors, 
door frames and furniture, plain, lacquered or gilded, and in some of them fragments of metal fittings are 
recognizable. 

Some fragments of miniature wooden architecture (Pis. 120, 121, Figs. 163, 164), including pieces of 
bracketing, a pole plate, and plain and convex tiles, about twenty pieces in all, were found in the central 
chamber’s west room. They are all black-lacquered, and on some of them are still recognizable traces of 
gold-foil. Pis. 120a and 121a and Figs. 165 and 172 show the miniature brackets reconstructed on the face 
and also at an external angle of an architectural model; the parts seem to have been put together with small 
wooden nails and then lacquered. The fact that the reverse sides, joints and inside corners are not tho- 
roughly lacquered helpes us in discerning their right and wrong sides. The presence of some fragments 
of roof tiles indicates that those brackets are not mere ornaments of some kind of furniture, but are parts 
of a complete architectural miniature. This sort of miniature of the Liao period is found in the T‘ien- 
kung-pi-tsang M filc sutra cabinets of the Po-ch‘ieh-chiao-t‘ang lic of Hua-yen Temple 

in Ta-t‘ung but the manufacturing technique seems to be not Chh-tan but Chinese. If we consult 

the handbook of architecture, the Ying-tsao-fa-shih written in the Sung period, we find that these miniature 
models correspond roughly with its description. 

About a dozen pieces of black-lacquered furniture (PI. 122, Fig. 166) have been found. PI. 122 (i) is 
an irregular hexagon, in section measuring 66.7cm. long, 6.1cm. wide 2.7cm. thick, and has two mortices 
and traces of a metal fitting attached with copper nails. This piece as well as those shown in ( 2 ) and ( 3 ) 
seem to be bars of folding stools. ( 4 ) and ( 5 ) are pieces with nailed holes; (6) a long piece U-shaped in 
section; ( 7 ) a piece attached to a row of rungs at intervals of 33.6cm., which has a trace of a panel attached 
to its underface, (s) a long piece, perhaps a rail, has one end curved and its two edges bevelled at an angle 
of about 45 degrees, and also holes 9cm. in circumference for wooden nails bored at intervals of 13cm.; 
( 9 ) probably a fragment of the meeting style of a door; ( 10 ) a piece with an oval section, perhaps a fragment 
of the back of a chair; ( 11 ) and ( 12 ) are pieces of wood with a tenon, the underside being moulded. ( 12 ) 
is lacquered on both its faces, while ( 11 ) is lacquered on only one side so that it must have been attached 
to another piece. (13) is a somewhat complicated piece outlined in curves and with a raised line running 
lengthwise and nail holes on the face; this piece seems to be a pendant attached to eaves. ( 14 ) is a piece 
with a number of nail holes, and (l5) a thick piece with both sides lacquered. PI. 124, ( 1 ) is a fragment 
of a piece both faces of which are line-engraved in a dragon pattern, partly in relief (Fig. 168) ; both faces 
are black-lacquered and on one face are small pieces of gold foil. This piece seems to be a fragment of an 
ornament fitted in a tympanum. 

We find seven unlacquered fragments of furniture (PI. 123, Fig. 169). Since they are all much spoilt 
and blackened, we cannot tell to what extent they retain their original state. ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) seem to be short 
legs, about 33 cm. high, L-shaped in section, having two tenons, so that they can be morticed with frames. 
These pieces are ornamented with three floral decorations each of which consists of three arcs combined, 
and beside the decoration is seen a mortice. The lower part may have been ornamented in the same man- 
ner. ( 3 ) and ( 4 ) are curved pieces, 5.5cm. wide, which were legs of a table apparently over 70cm. high. 
( 5 ) is a support of a hand rail. (6) is a bar probably once supported by two rungs. Finally, (7) shows 
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a piece with square holes at certain intervals, but we cannot tell what it is. 

Besides those described above there are two wooden figurines, 47cm. high, which were found in 1935 
in the northern part of the central chamber (Fig. 170).^^ They are both so much decayed as to make 
restoration imposible, but they appear to be standing figurines, wearing clothing with long sleeves and with 
arms crossed on the breast. Their heads are deteriorated beyond recognition. The clothes seem to have 
been coloured red. 

In the cutting were found the following potsherds (Fig. 171); one painted red on the inside with green 
lines, which seemed to be part of a mortuary pot, a piece of white-glazed pottery, and a fragment of the 
bottom part of a piece glazed in brownish-gray, which seemed also to be a mortuary vase. 

® We find four examples of this kind of small wooden figurines in Dr. Ryuzo Torii’s “ Kokogaku jyo yori mitaru Ryo no bunka, 

/dl iC ft: pu [Culture of the Liao Dynasty from the dewpoint of Archaeology, illustrations ' , Vols. Ill, 

Pis. 216—223, Tokyo 1936. Two figurines of stone have been discovered beside a sarcophagus in an excavated tomb near Tung- 
men jIlP*], Feng-t‘ien which was inscribed with the characters meaning the 7th year of the K‘ai-t‘ai era (1018 A. D.). 

It seems to have been a Liao burial custom to put small figurines beside the casket. 
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SITES .VND RELICS OF THE CENTR/M. 

.\ND WEST MAUSOLEUMS 

1. SITES OF THE CENTRAL MAUSOLEUM 

The burial place of the Central Mausoleum is situated 640m. to the west of that of the East Mausoleum. 
It is constructed deep underneath the ground, and has no mound on the surface, but excavations have left their 
traces in a deep trench where part of a ceiling of heavy brick construction is revealed. Pits also open into 
the ceilings of the antechamber and the central chamber. The sanctuary site is found on the flat ground 
about 200m. southeast of the burial place; it consists of earthen platforms like those we find in the East 
Mausoleum. At the end of an approach, about 700m. long and stretching to the southeast, there is the site 
fo the approach gate. 

The subterranean tomb was, by the time of the authors’ visit, filled with water so deep as to cover the 
walk to the base of the vaults, and beneath the water were observable piles of bricks covered with mud ( Pk. 
102, 103 ) . Though close examination was not possible, the plan of this underground tomb seemed to consist 
of a barrel-vaulted antechamber and a vaulted central chamber, each of which has two side rooms with con- 
necting passages and a vaulted inner chamber similar to what we have seen in the burial place of the East 
Mausoleum. But there is a difference in the construction of the section joining the antechamber with the 
central chamber; it seems to be a continuation of the antechamber rather than an independent passage. Each 
of the tops of the domical-vaults in the central and inner chambers is closed with a piece of stone. A hole, like 
that in the East Mausoleum, is cut in the north wall of the inner chamber. According to Father Kervyn’s 
sketch plan publkhed in 1922, the central and inner chambers have a diameter of about 9m., while the 
side rooms are 6-5. 5m. in diameter, and they are all octagonal in shape (Fig. 174). The total length of the 
burial place measures over 30m. and the width 26m., including the side rooms of the central chamber. This 
means that the present burial place is one and a half times as big as that of the East Mausoleum. 

Though this underground tomb is much damaged as already mentioned, a few interesting points have 
come to light as the result of our examination. Firstly, at a casual glance PI. 103 a seems to show the 
barrel vault of the north passage of the central chamber, but in fact it shows an inner course of bricks. The 
arch made of headers has fallen down into the water. Secondly, in the construction of that part of the 

1 The sketch plan by Father Kervyn was published by Father Jos. Mullie in “ Les sepultures de K’ing des Leao ” in T’oung 
Pao Leiden 1933, Vol. XXX, No. 1, pp. 1-25. The figures on his sketch coincide with the result of our measuring, e.g., the 
figures 1.2 cbang on his plan of the central chamber’s north passge represents 12 ch'i in our measurement. 
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ceiling of the antechamber above the arch, the inner courses of bricks up to a height of 1.3 m. have standing 
headers and stretchers laid alternately, the uppermost part being made of courses of stretchers (Fig. 175). 
This sort of construction, which has straight joints from top to bottom, is reinforced by the arch, but in case 
the arch falls down it is also apt to collapse by its own weight as in this case it did. Thirdly, in the vault 
of the central chamber we find inner courses, of standing headers and stretchers alternating, which support a 
thick inner stratum, and the part near the centre of the vault, where its curve becomes more than 60 degrees, 
consists of radially placed courses of bricks (Fig. 176). Such inner courses of bricks as described above 
seem to serve the purpose of filling up the space between the vaults rather than of reinforcing the struc- 
ture. 

The bricks are 38.5 cm. long, 18.5 wide and 6.5 thick, and grey in colour with cord impressions, which 
seem to have been made in the course of moulding by a roller coiled with cords (Fig. 180). So far as the 
present authors were able to examine the tomb, they found no traces of plaster coating on the ceilings of 
the central and inner chambers and, therefore, no definite evidence of the existence of wall paintings there- 
on. 

The site of the sanctuary (PI. 97a, Fig. 178) covers an area, 240m. east to west, and 220m. south to north, 
and is made up of over twenty earthen platforms, large and small. To the northeast of the the approach 
there is the main group of platforms, where stood the main structure (PI. 98a), the wings, the corridors and 
the front gate, and to the west of the approach are found two large platforms, one to the north and the other 
to the south. On the northwest part of the north platform situated on the west side of the approach there 
were found various parts of a marble dharani post to which we shall return later. 

The site of the approach gate (PI. 97 b, Fig. 181) consists of four platforms like those we have seen in 
the East Mausoleum. The platforms at either end measure at the base 28m. long (facade). 25m. wide and 
flm. high, and at the summit 13 m. long and 4m. wide, and the summit is divided into three uneven levels. 
From the base stones discovered there it is deduced that a structure six bays on the facade and two bays on 
the sides stood on it. Each of the two smaller platforms situated between, and at right angles to, the larger 
ones measures at its base 8m. wide (facade), 17m. long and 1.8m. high with a flat space on the summit, 
2 m. wide and 8 m. long. Fragments of both green-glazed and ungrazed tiles were found on the site of the 
approach gate. 


2 . THE RELICS FROM THE CENTRAL MAUSOLEUM 

Pis. 99-101 and Figs. 183-187 show various parts of the dharani post of marble; the upper part, the middle 
part, the sutra pillar and the pedestal. The upper part is an octagonal pillar (PI. 99, Figs. 184, 185, i), 
measuring 97.6cm. high and 65.7cm. wide. A tenon is found on its upper side as well as on its underside. 
Each of Its eight side faces has a niche with a pointed arch, and in these niches are carved alternately seated 
Buddhas and standing Bodhisattvas in relief Both above and below the niche is found a cloud pattern in 
line engraving. Each Buddha is seated on a five-tiered pedestal under a canopy, with legs crossed and one 
shoulder bare. They seem to represent (east), ratna-sambhara (south), amida-buddha (west) and 
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amogasiddhi (north). On the other hand the Bodhisattva wears a crown and celestial dress with jewels, 
stands under a canopy upon two small pedestals of lotus pattern, and is accompanied by a boy monk at either 
side. These Bodhisattvas differ one from another, but they are not identifiable. 

The middle part (Pi. lOOb, Figs. 185, 2 , 186) is also octagonal, 30.3cm. high and 102cm. wide, with a 
big mortice on its underside. On each of its eight corners is represented a fantastic animal head. Arc-like 
garlands between the animal heads are tied below. The upper part of each side is ornamented with an 
8-petalled flower in relief, while folds of drapery are represented in the lower part. 

The octagonal sutra pillar (PI. 100a, Fig. 185, 3) measures 244cm. high and 76cm. wide with a tenon on 
both its upper side and its underside. This piece has four wider sides, 38.5cm. wide, and four narrower 
ones, 26.7cm. wide, in alternation, and a narrow band of floral pattern decorates both the upper and lower 
edges of all eight sides. Nine and six lines, fifty-four letters to the line, from the Dharani Sutra, are inscribed 
in Sanskrit on the wider and narrower sides, respectively. 

The pedestal (PI. 101, Figs. 185, 4, 187) is also octagonal. It is 34.5cm. high and 120.6cm. wide with 
a mortice on its upper side. Each of its eight sides has a frame. Above these on the top face of the 
pedestal is a circle of 16 flowers around a disk, 74.2cm. in diameter. Within the frames on the sides are 
carved alternately a flower and two animals. The floral pattern here is so designed as to set a round flower 
in the middle with leaves at its right and left, and of the flowers there are two kinds, one with pointed petals 
and the other with round ones; the animal pattern invariably consists of a pair of animals, i.e., horses, sheep 
or dogs, running or fighting. The four pieces of stone seem to have been set one upon another in the order 
of our description. The total height would reach over 4 m., but in its original state it must have been about 
6m. high because of the now lost canopy, base and something else (Fig. 183). 

There was also found a broken piece of a stone hand-mill (Figs. 154, 186), probably about one third of 
its total size, 38.6 cm. in diameter and 11.7cm. high. Its upper face is hollowed out except for the edge, 
about 3 cm. wide, while the underside is incised with straight lines in different directions. At the centre 
an oval hole, 4.5, by 1.7cm. is cut through. This seems to have constituted the upper half of a complete 
mill. 

Fragments of green-glazed and unglazed tiles were picked up at the sanctuary site; some of the former 
are made of hard-baked material coloured light yellow or pink like those found in the East Mausoleum, and 
others are red-brown and of soft material and their glaze is somewhat reddish. 

PI. 116a, 1-3 and Fig. 189, l-3 show some convex tiles found at the sanctuary and gate sites; (l) and 
( 2 ) are glazed ones from the sanctuary and ( 3 ) is an unglazed one from the gate site. That shown in ( 1 ) com- 
pares favorably, though rather more simplified, to one found in the East Mausoleum (PI. Ill, 1 , Fig. 143, 1 ). 
That in ( 3 ) has a naively represented gargoyle mask, which seems to have been made in the same mould as 
one found in the East Mausoleum (cf. PI. Ill, 3, Fig. 143, 3 ). The fact that it is of reddish-coloured soft 
quality material and is green-glazed with a somewhat reddish tint is evidence that the round tile from the 
East Mausoleum was manufactured together with those above-mentioned. That shown in ( 2 ) is similar to 

2 The four variations of Buddha are arranged in the same order in the South Pagoda at Lin-tung and the Big and Small Pagodas 
at Ch‘ao-yang FS. Cf. Tadashi Sekino Ff I'i and Takuichi Takeshima fr I'i <?- — , “Ryo-kin zidat no kenchiku to sono butsuzo”, xt 1? 

I- it (Architecture and Buddhist Statues of the Liao and Chin Periods),Tokyo 1935, Illustration No. 2, PI. 1-6,38-43. 
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those common at the sanctuary site of the East Mausoleum.^) The plain eave tiles (PI. 116, a, 4-7, Fig. 
189, 4 - 6 ) are of two kinds : one ( 4 ) has a broad frontal ornament with wide intervals between its grooves, 
while the other ( 6 ) has a narrower frontal ornament and also smaller intervals between its grooves. Those 
(s, 7) discovered at the gate site have narrower intervals between the grooves, and the material is reddish and 
of soft quality. The type coincides with that found in the East Mausoleum. The ch‘ih-wei and gargoyle 
tiles (PI. 117, Fig. 190) are all in fragments, and our attempts to restore their original forms in the light of 
those from the Hsia-hua-yen temple have been unsuccessful. They are for the most part green-glazed, and 
their material is reddish-brown and of soft quality ( i, 2, 4, 6, 7, 1 1 ) . ( 3 ) shows a dorsal fin of a chib-wei tile 

discovered at the gate site. (5) and (9) are fragments of gargoyle tiles; in the former we find teech of 
the upper mandible and part near the eye, and in the latter the curled hair on the throat. These gargoyle 
tiles were found at a place near the dharani post. At the sanctuary site were found some pieces of plain 
ridge tiles, which had been made by cutting convex tiles into halves. 

Of the potsherds found at the sanctuary site (Figs. 150, 191 ) the majority are of white-glazed Manchurian 
porcelainous and ting-typt wares, and there are also a few fragments of thin ying-chUng type. Most of the 
green-glazed porcelainous wares are y'tteh wares, but there is a fragment of ju ware. Besides these there are 
pieces of tall jars and other kinds of pottery. 


3. THE SITES OF THE WEST MAUSOLEUM 

About 1400 m. to the west of the Central Mausoleum we find, over two low valleys, another ridge, 1324m. 
high, of Mt. Chfing-yiin, on which is situated the West Mausolem (Figs. 179, 192). The opening made in 
1930 to force entry has since been filled up, but a round hole with a diameter of 2.5 m. had been broken 
into the vault of the central chamber, when it was visited by the present authors. In contrast to the East 
and Central Mausoleums, which are located on slopes, this tomb is on the ridge, where one commands a bird’s 
eye-view of the site of the sanctuary at the foot of the mountain. The horizontal distance between the 
burial place and the sanctuary measures about 400m., i.e., much longer than those of the East and Central 
Mausoleums, and at a point 660m. to the southeast of the sanctuary is situated the site of the approach gate. 

Since this underground tomb (Pis. 107-110, Fig. 193) was submerged in water to a depth of about a 
metre, close examination was impossible. The barrel-vaulted antechamber and the domical-vaulted central 
and inner chambers and their smaller rooms and passages seem to be laid out on a plan similar to the tomb of 
the East Mausoleum except for the octagonal plan of its vaulted chambers and the junction of its antechamber 
with Its central chamber, which is direct without an intervening passage. The central and inner chambers are 
9.6m. and about 8m. long, respectively, while the west room of the central chamber measures 5.5m. Even the 
smallest room of the present tomb is almost as large as the central chamber of the East Mausoleum’s burial 

3 It seems probable that the object shown in PI. 1 1 1(3), which is supposed to have come from the East Mausoleum, was in fact 
found in the Central Mausoleum and got mixed up in our collection, and similarly with that shown in PI. 1 16(2), though vice versa. 
But it IS not impossible that some tiles which had been made for the structures of the East Mausoleum were used for those of the 
Central Mausoleum and vice versa. 
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place, but its height is not proportionately lofty. The central chamber’s north and west passages measure 
3.5 and 2.9m. long, and 3.4 and 2.8m. wide, respectively. The whole width of the central chamber com- 
plex, including its two passages and two auxiliary rooms, measures 26m., i.e., approximately the same as the 
analogous measurement of the Central Mausoleum as described by Father R.P.L. Kervyn. 

The arch of the west passage opening and that of the antechamber opening in the central chamber 
are rather angular. This seems to be due to a primitive technique of arch construction. In the north 
passage of the central chamber the walls are made by alternating courses of standing headers and of stretchers, 
and there we find one brick in every course laid projecting (Fig. 194). The bricks laid in this manner to- 
gether take the shape of a stair running from near the south bottom comer up to near the north top corner 
close to the inner chamber. These bricks perform the function of a diagonal brace. 

The re-entering angles of the walls of the central chamber’s octagonal east and west rooms are damaged 
with cavities, about 60-70 m. deep, running from top to bottom. It is inferred that the wooden pillars which 
had been erected at the re-entering angles collapsed and caused the cavities to break open. In view of the 
fact that broken pieces of door frames are scattered all over the floor of the central chamber, we infer that 
its doors were set at the openings of its four passages instead of being at the middle of the passages as in the 
case of the East Mausoleum. The apex of the vault is closed with a stone (Fig. 196). 

So far as the central chamber with its side rooms and the inner chamber are concerned, there are no traces 
of plaster coating on the walls. According to Dr. Ryuzo Torii, he saw mural paintings on some tomb 
walls of the West Mausoleum near its subterranean entrance. If any wall paintings now exist, they can only 
be on the part of the walls of the entrance passage between the entrance and the first door of the passage, 
where the present authors were unable to investigate.'*^ A photograph taken by Dr. Torii shows an architec- 
tural ornamentation made in the form of corbelled eaves with convex and plain tiles at the entrance, but 
the present authors could not discover it. 

The sanctuary site (Pis. 104-106, Fig. 179) of the West Mausoleum consists of a number of platforms 
lying on a plot of land, about 200 m. east to west and 160 m. south to north. Its general plan is approxi- 
mately similar to those of the other mausoleums, i.e., a salient group of platforms to the east of the ap- 
proach and two groups along the west of the approach, but one remarkable fact here is the existence of stone 
walls on the sides of the platforms to the west of the approach. Similarly along the foot of the hill behind 
the sanctuary site two stone walls are constructed one upon the other. On those platforms we find square 
stone bases of granite and glazed roof tiles and potsherds scattered around. 

The site of the approach gate (Pis. 104, 105a, Fig. 197) comprises four platforms in a line, and the 
larger one at either end measures 28m. long (facade), 25m. wide at the base and 6m. high, and 12.5m. long 
and 4 m. wide at the top which is divided into two parts of almost equal size but differing in height. Several 
base stones are scattered on them.®^ The smaller platforms between the larger ones measure 8 m. wide 
(facade), 15 long at the bottom and 1.6m. high, and 1.5m. wide and 7m. long at the top. 

4 Ryuzo Torii, Culture of the Liao Dynasty from the Viewpoint of Archaeology, Vol. IV, PI. 257. 

5 Ibid., PI. 255. 

6 In front of a big platform to the west of the gate site were found five square stones placed together, which seem to have been 
gathered there for carrying elsewhere. 
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4. THE RELICS FROM THE WEST MAUSOLEUM 

All tiles picked up at the sanctuary site of the West Mausoleum are gla7ed, principally green-glazed. 
However, the discovery of a plain tile glazed deep brown seems to suggest that here, as in the case of the 
East Mausoleum, convex and plain tiles were glazed in different colours. A green-glazed plain tile (PI. 116c) 
found in 1934 by Mr. Takeshi Ouchi has characters painted red: “The Third Year of Chhen ^L”, which 
seems to mean the 3rd year of Chhen-t‘ung of Emperor Then-tso (1103 A.D.). There is available 
for us only one kind of eave tile (PL 116b, i. Fig. 198, i), which has a pattern in line-relief of a gargoyle 
but is inferior in design to those decorated in relief from the East Mausoleum. The plain eave tile (PI. 116 
b, 2, Fig. 198, 2) is much the same as those in the other mausoleums, and its frontal ornament is of medium 
height. The ch‘ih-wei ridge ornaments and gargoyle tiles are all green-glazed on the light brownish material. 
PI. 118, (i), ( 2 ), ( 3 ) and (4) show fragments of ch'ih-wei tiles: ( 1 ) part of an eye and upper teeth; ( 2 ) part 
of a lower jaw; ( 3 ) a dorsal fin; (4) part near the mouth. PI. 118, ( 5 ) and (6) are parts of gargoyle tiles, and 
the former is a restored one showing part of a nose and an eye, while the latter is a lower jaw’ carved on a 
reversed plain tile (Fig. 199). Of the potsherds (Fig. 200) white-glazed ting and Manchurian-h«g wares are 
most numerous, but there are a few ying-ch‘ing and y’ueh wares. Quantities of fragments of brownish gray- 
glazed tail jars and unglazed wares were found too. 

In the West Mausoleum tomb were seen many pieces of wood floating on, or soaked in, the water, but 
only those of comparatively small size and peculiar shape were picked up. These pieces (Pis. 125, 126, 
Figs. 201-204), numbering about 30, include miniature bracket parts, pole plates, plain tiles, convex tiles and 
a convex eave tile. PI. 125 and Fig. 202a shows the front view of a reconstructed miniature structure based 
upon those fragments mentioned above, while PI. 126 and Fig. 203 shows a reconstructed angle bracket. These 
models seem to have been stuck together with wooden nails and then lacquered, because the insides and the 
inside corners are often left unlacquered. The brackets found are larger than those from the East Mauso- 
leum, and have a somewhat different shape. The discovery of miniature tiles shows that the original minia- 
tures were complete structures. It is worthy of notice that the pattern of the frontal ornament of a convex 
eave tile in miniature (PI. 125b, Fig. 204) is similar to that of real ones found at the sanctuary site. 

The fragments of lacquered and painted wooden furniture (PI. 124, Fig. 206) collected by the present 
authors amount to over ten pieces. ( 2 ) is a piece with a phoenix pattern in relief, lacquered and gilded; ( 3 ) 
is a fragment of a disk-shaped piece of wood, 31cm. in its reconstituted diameter, with a dragon and cloud 
design in high relief painted with mineral pigments on the gilded ground ; ( 4 ) is a piece both sides of which 
have a dragon and cloud pattern in low relief and partly in open work, the dragon and the cloud being paint- 
ed in gold and in blue, green or red, respectively; ( 5 ) is a piece of a wooden disk, 61cm. in its reconstituted 
diameter, engraved in a simplified lotus pattern and brown-lacquered, and it seems to represent part of a canopy 
or pedestal, (6) and (7) are pieces of wood curved in the shape of linked balls painted gold, and the former 
is flat on the reverse side and the latter has a bevelled section, suggesting its having been attached to an inside 
corner of an oaagonal miniature structure; (s) a brown-lacquered piece with a socket for the upper shaft of a 
door (Fig. 205). 
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IMPERIAL CENOTAPHS 

1. THE INSCRIBED CENOTAPHS IN THE FENG-TTEN MUSEUM 

Fourteen imperial cenotaphs and other relics from the East and West Mausoleums were taken in the summer 
of 1930 to Ch‘eng-te, and then to Feng-t‘ien in the beginning of the next year. In March that year Tamura, 
one of the present authors, located them at the mansion of T‘ang Tso-jung, and made a report on them. These 
imperial cenotaphs are exhibited in the Feng-t‘ien now Shen-yang Museum. They are ceno- 
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taphs for five Ch^itan emperors and empresses, i.e.. Emperor Sheng-tsung and his empresses Jen-te 
and Ch‘in-ai snd Emperor Tao-tsung and his empress Hsiian-i Each cenotaph consists of a 

stele and a canopy. There are five cenotaphs with inscriptions in Chinese for the above-mentioned five 
emperors and empresses. In addition there are two with inscriptions in Ch‘i-tan writing, one for Emperor 
Tao-tsung, and the other for Empress Hsuan-i, Again there is a canopy without stele for Empress Jen-i 
spouse to Emperor Hsing-tsung. This canopy is said to have been taken to Lin-hsi as the result 
of an excavation made in 1922 by order of Wang Shih-Jen 31 i Cj then governor of Ling-hsi, and it was 
carried to Feng-t‘ien together with the others. There are thus 15 pieces (steles and canopies) exhibited at 
the Shen-yang Museum. In addition to these the Ch‘i-tan inscriptions of the steles for Emperor Hsing- 
tsung and Empress Jen-i as well as the Chinese inscriptions of the stele for Empress Jen-i are available in 
printed texts, which are said to have been copied from the steles, when they stood in the subterranean tomb 
of the Central Mausoleum, by Father Kervyn’s Chinese assistant. We find the texts of the Ch‘i-tan inscrip- 
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tions of the steles for Hsing-tsung and Jen-i in the Liao- ling- fhih-k‘o-chi-lu Vol. IV, as 

well as in Father Jos. MuIIie’s “Les sepultures de K’ing des Leao”, T’oiing Pao, Leiden 1933, Vol. XXX, 
No. 1, while the Chinese inscriptions of the stele for Jen-i are found only in the latter. 


2. DESCRIPTION OF THE CENOTAPHS 

These cenotaphs (Pis. 128-141, Fig. 208) are all of white marble, and consist of two separate parts, i.e., 
steles and canopies. Both the stele and the canopy are square and of almost the same size, 1.30 m. on a side 
and with a thickness or height of 20-30 cm. They are all chiseled and polished. The face is inscribed with 
Chinese or Ch‘i'tan charaaers and decorative patterns. On its upper face the canopy is a truncated pyramid 





CANOPY 






Square Top 


Four Slanting Sides 


A* 


B ; 

1 

C 


D 


Inscription 


Frame j 


Frame 

Corner square 

Sheng-tsung 

* itl- Tr U m 

3 lines, 

3 characters 
to line 

confronting phoenixes, 
confronting butterflies 

twelve zodiac 
signs 


peony 

Ch‘ien-ai 

ik S a :S W 

2 tines, 

3 characters 
to line 

inner middle outer 

twelve zodiac 

clouds 

encircling** 

clouds peony clouds 

signs 

dragons 

Jen-te 

in Sfifr 

2 tines, 

3 characters 
to line 

peony 

twelve zodiac 
signs 

clouds 

dragon 

Jen-i 

U 'St- ^ W 

2 lines, 

3 characters 
to line 

inner outer 

twelve zodiac 

clouds 

encircling 

cloud peony 

signs 

dragons 

*** 

Tao-tsung 

y: SI -A 

3 lines, 

3 characters 
to line 

peony, 

eight diagrams 

twelve zodiac 
signs 


confronting** 

dragons 

Hsiian-i 

j t ■?; S flO- 

3 lines, 

2 characters 
to line 

peony, 

eight diagrams 

twelve zodiac 
signs 


confronting** 

dragons 


*See Fig. 209. ** indicates those with corner ornaments. *»* The Tao tsung and Hsnan-i Ch‘.-tan cenotaphs have the same pattern. 


with a raised square centre a little more than half as wide as the side of the canopy itself from which four 
planes slant down to the four perpendicular sides. The sides are about half the total height of the canopy. 
The underside of the stele is similarly bevelled so as to make the cenotaph as a whole look less massive. 

The faces and sides of both the stele and canopy are carved with inscriptions and patterns ( Fig. 209 ) . In 
the square on top of the canopy is engraved in the old ebuan style (seal character) the honorific post- 

humous name of the emperor or empress to whom the cenotaph is dedicated. The vertical section of these 
engraved characters is U-shaped except the V-shaped section of those on the Tao-tsung and Hsuan-i canopies 
( Figs. 226, 236, 237) . There are two cenotaphs, one with inscriptions in Chinese and the other in Ch‘i-tan, 
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for TaO'tsung, and the same for Empress Hsiian-i. Since these four are contemporaneous and of the similar 
design and pattern, we shall descirbe in detail only the one with inscriptions in Chinese dedicated to T ao-tsung. 
The square top of the canopy is surrounded with a floral-patterned frame. But the phoenix pattern is used 
in the case of the Sheng-tsung canopy, while the pattern of Eight Diagrams is added in the case of the Tao- 
tsung stele. Each of the four slanting sides is engraved with three human figures in Chinese official dress 
with a sceptre in hand. These figures, totalling twelve, represent the twelve zodiac divinities. Each of 
them wears a crown with an animal traditionally symbolizing a sign of the zodiac. With the figure symbol- 
izing the Mouse or Tsu f- sign at the middle of the north, or far, side, each figure is arranged in due order 
in accordance with the traditional Chinese idea of the zodiac signs. The canopy’s four narrow straight sides 
are engraved in a dragon pattern except in the case of the Sheng-tsung stele, which is peony-patterned. The 
dragon pattern varies, however, in each case. In the case of the Ch'in-ai canopy, two dragons are so united 
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as to form a circle, one of them coiling its tail around its left hind leg^^ and the other not, while in the 
case of the Jen-i canopy the ascending and descending dragons are confronted with their tails coiling around 
their hind legs. The canopy for Empress Jen-te has only one dragon, whose body forms a circle, and in 
the Tao-tsung canopy we find an ordinary set of confronting dragons. The four straight sides of the Sheng- 
tsung canopy are engraved with four divinities, i.e., Hsiian-wu JCjEt? Chu-ch‘iao Ch‘ing-lung (iiiHl 

and Pai-hu f [ /jg. The Jen-te and Ch‘in-ai canopies have peony-floral patterns, while the Jen-i and Tao-tsung 
canopies have phoenixes and confronting dragons, respectively. The patterns used for the canopy and the 

1 The dragon with its tail coiling around one of its hind legs is met with in some bronze mirrors of T'ang manufacture. Cf. 
Sueji Umehara, To-kyo Tai-kan B'ft MW. {T‘ang Mirrors], Kyoto 1946, Vol. II, Pis, 80,81. 
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stele sides differ except in the cenotaphs for Ch‘in-ai and Tao-tsung. The pattern on the sides of the 
Sheng'tsung stele is floral, while the Jen-te stele has geometrically arranged four-petalled flowers (Figs. 210- 
212, 214-217, 219, 220). 

The peony-floral pattern we find on the sides of the Sheng-tsung stele is faithful to the traditional design 
and done with a different technique from that used for the other steles. The carving technique here applied 
is to hollow the ground slightly after the line-engraving has been made so as to raise the pattern in low relief 
and give it an effect of solidity. This is an old Chinese carving technique for elaborate stone works. It 
is applied to the peony pattern on the canopy’s slanting sides as well as to the peony-floral pattern on the 
stele sides, but we find no other case where it is applied except the cloud pattern on the canopy top of the 
Jen-i stele. It was a time-honoured tradition to use the peony pattern for a canopy, but we also find various 
dragon patterns on all these canopies except that of Sheng-tsung. Apparently, the dragon pattern was con- 
sidered more appropriate for an imperial canopy, but the variations in the dragon pattern we find here may 
indicate that it had not yet become rigidly conventionalized by the time of Liao. 

We have already seen that each of the twelve human figures engraved on the canopy, wearing Chinese 
official dress with a sceptre in hand and a zodiac animal on its crown, symbolizes one of the twelve zodiac 
divinities. Such a representation of the zodiac divinities differs not only from those prevalent in the T‘ang 
dynasty^) but also from those on the stone pillar in a tomb belonging to the Shiragi ^ period in Korea, 
where we find the twelve zodiac divinities represented by figures of warriors with animal heads. The differ- 
ence seems due to progressive elaborations in the symbolization. Even in the present canopies we find develop- 
ments in the design in the course of time, e.g., the skirts worn by these divinities become more decorative, 
dragging behind, in the later canopies (Fig. 217). 

The oldest cenotaph, that for Sheng-tsung, is more massive, in other words cruder, than the later ones, 
and in this respect more like the T ang steles. With regard to the canopy, the proportion of the side of 
its top square to that of the whole canopy is 45 per cent in the case of the Sheng-tsung canopy and 63 per 
cent in that of the Tao-tsung canopy, revealing that it increased as time went on, that is to say, the later 
the canopy, the larger, proportionately, becomes its top square (Fig. 218). It might be said that the Liao 

cenotaphs, in both their design and their pattern, represent a transition in the development from the T‘ang 
style to a newer one. 


2 In some T‘ang cenotaphs dated 820, 831 and 865 A.D. we find figures of the twelve zodiac divin.t.es w.th human bodies and 
animal heads, and clay figures of T‘ang are represented in the same way. We find no zodiac divinity represented by a human figure 
wearing a crown with an animal sign as late as 943 A.D. (Fig. 213). 

3 Those found on the stone pillars m the Ke-ryo tomb, the tombs of King Ke.-toku ft B T (died 765 A.D.) and 

King Ko-toku RI B 1, (died 836 A. D.) of Shiragi fl? », are armed and armoured human figures with animal heads, but we also find 
a figure m ordinary clothes but carrying arms in a tomb, presumably, of Kin Yu-shin ft 'ii ft . 

* There are Sgeres of the ttvelee rod.ac Jivin.nes engraved on the sides of the sarcophagus of if « K,o Sai (died 1 1 44 A.D.), and 
they are represented as .earing oScial dresses and crowns with eodiac ,„„als. bnt without sceptres. The figures, perhaps belonging 
“ iB ft •>’' Tomb No. 1, S„irafcng.n-d., Seito-men, Kaijo-gun, Keifci-do «*« 

PI 94 V ft's" ' ^*"( 41 . /Cedi Z.,f. mt I'iKCSi.?, 1920, Vol. 7. 
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3. INSCRIPTIONS IN CHINESE 

The stele inscriptions are epitaphs largely in prose, and of the six steles with inscriptions in Chinese two 
are dedicated to emperors and four to empresses. They may be classified into the following three categories 
according to their contents : ( 1 ) those dedicated to Emperor Sheng-tsung and his spouses Empresses Jen- 
te and Ch‘ien-ai; (2) that to Emperor Hsing-tsung’s spouse, Empress Jen-i; (3) those to Emperor Tao- 
tsung and his spouse. Empress Hsuan-i. 

From their very nature as epitaphs dedicated to deceased sovereigns it is quite natural that they are largely 
eulogistic, but this in no sense prevents us from employing them as valuable source material for the history 
of Liao. In fact they serve to correct mistaken points, supplement overlooked facts, and elucidate doubtful 
passages in the Liao-shih and other historical works. By virtue of these inscriptions we know that the Liao- 
shih errs in the honorific name of Emperor Sheng-tsung, and that Empress Ch‘in-ai is to be written 
instead of that Emperor Tao-tsung’s mausoleum was called Yung-fu-ling >k 'Pin sttd that the era 

Shou-lung must be Shou-ch‘ang ^ / j , etc. In addition, the epitaph dedicated to Emperor Sheng-tsung 

throws a new light on the relation between the Liao and the Wu-she f!; tribe, while that to Tao-tsung 
has led to the discovery of important historical events taking place between the Liao and the Tatars, which 
are mentioned neither in the Liao-shih nor in the Ch‘i-tan-kuo-chih IFNiul- 

Let us now turn to the individual epitaphs inscribed on these imperial steles. 

The Stele for Emperor Sheng-tsung (PI. 133): Sheng-tsung was the sixth emperor of Liao. He was 
born the eldest son of Ching-tsung and his personal name was Liu-hsii On the death of his 

father he ascended the throne in 983 A.D. at the age of twelve, and the Empress Dowager assumed the 
regency. He was on the throne for a period of forty-nine years, consolidating and wisely governing his 

vast empire. It was under his rule that the so-called dual system, where both agricultural and nomadic 

peoples were allowed to enjoy their own ways of living in accordance with their respective laws and customs, 
was established on an institutional basis. On the one hand he despatched successful expeditions into Manchu- 
ria as far as the Yalu River and Korea to subjugate the Jurchen A'M- tribes and to the Ting-an State 

ott the Yalu River and to Kao-li ’^§12, and on the other he conquered Hsi-hsia I'tiJL and various 
oasis states of the Uighurs in Eastern Turkistan. The Liao under his rule also prevailed over the Chinese 
empire of Sung Tc- Though there had been war for a while between his country and Sung, their relations 
became peaceful after the conclusion of a treaty in 1004 A.D. at Shan-chou (fj. hi with consequent 

prosperity of trade between the two countries. 

Under Sheng-tsung’s reign Liao was the most powerful empire in East Asia, enjoying economic prosperity 
and attaining a high level of culture. The material culture of Liao, some phases of which we have seen 
in the foregoing, was doubtless a result of a flourishing century of Liao rule by these three emperors. 

The epitaph written by Chang Chien Emperor Sheng-tsung consists of thirty-five lines with 

thirty-six characters to the line. The first and second lines are occupied by the full honorific posthumous 
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name of Sheng-tsung and the name of the author, Chang-chien, with his full official titles. From the third 
line to the eighth are mentioned the date and the place of his death, his honorific posthumous name and the 
event of the burial of his body in the Yung-ch‘ing Mausoleum. These passages serve to correct certain 
errors in the Liao-shih. Then, several passages are devoted to describing how Chang Chien came to be charg- 
ed with authorship of the epitaph by order of the succeeding emperor Hsing-tsung. The passage contained 
in the twelfth to sixteenth line is devoted to a eulogy of his wise government, and that in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth lines to the successful expeditions to Manchuria, Korea and Eastern Turlcistan and to the 
conquests of the Wu-she in Manchuria, of Hsi-hsia, and of the Tanguts and the Uighurs of Eastern Turki- 
stan. And the fact that peaceful relations between Liao and Sung lasted for a period of over thirty years 
as the result of Sheng-tsung 's successful diplomacy is praised in the passage contained in the seventeenth 
to twenty-fourth line. 

The Stele for Empress Jen-te (PI. 134 ); Jen-te is the honorific posthumous name dedicated to Empress 
Ch‘i-t‘ien the first spouse of Emperor Sheng-tsung. It was given in 1052 in her honour by Emper- 

or Hsing-tsung. She was born a daughter of Hsiao W ei-yin ^ @ , younger brother of Empress Jui- 
chih ^ jin who bore Sheng-tsung, and she became empress of Sheng-tsung in 1001 A.D. She had no 
son, whereas Nou-chi IM/T; ^be first concubine of Sheng-tsung, later Empress Ch‘in-ai, bore Hsing-tsung. 
Empress Chi‘-t‘ien made him her adopted son. After the death of Empress Dowager Jui-chih, mother of 
Sheng-tsung, she wielded great influence at the court, but when Sheng-tsung died and Hsing-tsung ascended 
the throne, the latter’s mother Empress Ch‘in-ai declared herself Empress Dowager, and compelled Empress 
Ch‘ i-then to commit suicide. After fifty years her body, which had been laid in a tomb near Emperor T‘ai- 
tsu’s mausoleum in Tsu-chou, was re-interred in the Yung-ch‘ing Mausoleum in 1081 . The epitaph for 
Empress Jen-te comprises twenty-seven lines with twenty-six characters to the line. The author is anonymous. 
The passage in the first and second lines describes the re-interment of her body in October of the 7th year 
(1081 A.D.) of Ta-k‘ang ::^)^, and in the twentieth and twenty-first lines we read that the re-interment 
was made under order of Emperor Tao-tsung in accordance with the will of Hsing-tsung. Mention of the 
intrigue at the court that led to the death of Empress Jen-te is deliberately avoided in the inscription. 

The Stele for Empress Ch‘in-ai (PI. 135 ): Empress Ch‘in-ai is written in the Liao-shih and other 
sources which have been followed by later authors, but it must be ^ as we find in the stele. The name 
Ch‘in-ai is her honorific posthumous name dedicated in 1058 A.D. by her son Hsing-tsung. Empress 
Ch‘in-ai who bore Hsing-tsung was a concubine of Sheng-tsung, and after his death she put Empress 
Jen-tS to death, falsely accusing her of a crime, and declared herself Empress Dowager to administer the 
government. Empress Dowager Ch‘in-ai and her clan went so far as to intrigue to usurp the imperial 
power and to put her son Ch'ung-yiian MtC, a brother of Hsing-tsung, on the throne, but, upon being 
informed of the intrigue by Ch‘ung-yuan himself. Emperor Hsing-tsung arrested the Empress Dowager, and 
ordered her to retire to the Mausoleum of Sh^ng-tsung. Having spent several years at Ch‘ing-chou (Figs. 
227 - 229 ), she was acquitted, and returned to Chung-ching rji and died about twenty years later. The 
epitaph consists of twenty-five lines with twenty-five characters to the line, and its author is anonymous. The 
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date and place of her death and the events of her interment in the Ch‘ing-Iing Mausoleum are mentioned in 
the first to third line. The passage found in the twelfth to eighteenth line praises her virtues, and refers to 
her relatives who assumed high government offices. It is needless to say that this epitaph is eulogistic. 

The Stele for Empress Jen-t Empress Jen-i was born the eldest daughter of Hsiao Hsiao-mu 
younger brother of Empress Ch‘in-ai. She became empress of Hsing-tsung in 1035 , and bore Tao-tsung. 
In 1055 , when Tao-tsung ascended the throne, she assumed the title of Empress Dowager. She was noted 
for her beauty as well as her female virtues. At the same time she was a brave woman. In 1063 , when Ch‘ung- 
yiian rebelled, she took command of the troops herself and defeated the rebels. According to the Ch‘i-tan- 
kuo-chih she would remonstrate with Tao-tsung for his self-indulgence. She passed away in 1076 , and was 
buried in the tomb of Hsing-tsung under the posthumous name of Empress Jen-i. 

The whereabouts of the cenotaphs of Emperor Hsing-tsung and Empress Jen-i are unknown except for 
the canopy of the stele for his empress. The epitaph in Vol. I is copied from Father Jos. Mullie’s “ Les 
sepultures de K’ing des Leao”, T’oung Pao, Vol. XXX, 1933 . This text itself is based on a MS. copied 
by a Chinese from the stele in the Central Mausoleum in 1922 , when Father Kervyn made his excavation. 
Though its reliablility is uncertain, we have to be content with this hand-copied text until we find the original 
stele. The text consists of thirty-three lines with thirty characters to the line, and its author is Y e-lii Hsiao- 
chieh In the first to third line are described, as usual, the date and place of Empress Jen-i’s 

death. The fact that she met her death at her travelling lodge on the Shao-yang iin i'ij River is known only 
from the present text. The lacuna in in the third line should be filled up with the character 

From the fourth line to the end the passage is devoted to the praise of her virtues. In the nineteenth line we 
read that she became a pious Buddhist and dedicated many a pagoda and temple. It may well be supposed 
that the large white pagoda (PI. 1) from which the place name Pai-t‘a-tzu (White Tower) derives was one 
of those dedicated by the empress. 

The Stele for Emperor Tao-tsung: Tao-tsung was a son of Hsing-tsung and the eighth emperor of 
Liao. He ascended the throne in 1055 , succeeding his father, and reigned for a period of 47 years. The Liao 
dynasty was at its most flourishing during the reigns of Sheng-tsung. Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, who were 
on the throne for 49 , 24 and 47 years, respectively, and the reign of Tao-tsung witnessed an accelerated 
process of Sinification: public competitive examinations became the rule for entering government service, 
colleges were set up to promote the cause of Confucianism, and both Buddhism and Taoism prospered, 
the former being under the protection of Tao-tsung. On the other hand, after the middle of Tao-tsung’s 
reign there appeared symptoms of decay. Ye-lii I-hsin ^ ft*-' ZL 'T' and his clique usurped the power, and 
misruled, causing political disturbances and social unrest. Meanwhile, on the northwestern frontiers the 
Tsu-pu jiR b tribe, one of the Tatar tribes, rose in revolt, while in Manchuria the Jurchen were becoming 
more and more powerful. 

The epitaph for Tao-tsung comprises thirty-six lines with thirty-seven characters to the line, and its author 
is Ye-lii Yen The first and second lines are devoted to Tao-tsung’s honorific posthumous name 

and the name of its author with his full official titles. In the third to sixth line are mentioned the date 
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and place of Tao-tsung’s death and the event of interment in the Yung-fu Mausoleum, and the subsequent 
passage refers to the author Ye-Iu Yen, who composed the epitaph to the merits of Tao-tsung by order of 
Emperor T‘ien-tso In the eleventh to twelfth line mention is made of quelling the rebellion of 

Ch‘ung-yuan, younger brother of Hsing-tsung and uncle of Tao-tsung, in the closing days of Tao-tsung’s 
reign. In the fifteenth to eighteenth line we find praises for Tao-tsung’s wise government: he selected 
able men for government offices, established schools, contributed to the cause of the Buddhist faith and pro- 
tected the priests. In the nineteenth to twentieth line are made references to the relations between the Liao 
on the one hand and the Sung and Hsi-hsia on the other, and to Tao-tsung’s arbitration in a war between 
these two countries. The last part mentions his expeditions against, and subjugation of, the Tatars IHfll 
who invaded the frontiers of Liao, throwing a new light on a hitherto unknown event in the Liao-Tatar 
relations. 

The Stele for Empresss Hsuan-i (PI. 138): Empress Hsiian-i was a daughter of Hsiao Hui 
younger brother of Empress Ch‘in-ai, and became empress of Tao-tsung in 1055. Her honorific post- 
humous name was dedicated in 1101. She gave birth to Chiin (Shung-tsung father of the 

Emperor T‘ien-tsu. She was fond of accompanying her husband to the hunting ground, and at the same 
time was well versed in poetry and music. But she was falsely accused of improper behaviour by Ye-lii 
I-hsin, and put to death by order of her husband. Because of her tragic end, her body was provisionally 
buried during the lifetime of Tao-tsung. 

The epitaph for Empress Hsiian-i consists of thirty-four lines with thirty-two characters to the line, and 
its author is Chang Lin The first and second lines mention her honorific posthumous name and the 

author’s name with his full titles, while the passage in the third to sixth line states, as usual, the date and place 
of her death, and refers to her provisional burial and the re-interment on the 23rd day of the 6th month of 
the 1st year of the Ch‘ien-t‘ung era in the Yung-fu Mausoleum together with the body of Tao-tsung. 
In the concluding passage are described her virtues, her tragic fate and her innocence, cleared of guilt by 
Emperor T‘ien-tso. 


4. INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CH'I-TAN SCRIPT 

Four Ch‘i-tan inscriptions from the Ch‘ing-Iing are known to us as stated in Section 1. Some Ch‘i-tan 
characters bear a strong resemblance to Chinese ideographs, but most are very different, and even those Ch‘i- 
tan characters that are similar in shape to Chinese characters do not seem to have the same meanings or 
sounds. The Ch‘i-tan script is, moreover, different from such northern Asiatic scripts as the Uighur, Tangut 
and Jurchen. Though it has not yet been deciphered, there is no doubt that the script we find on the steles 
from the Ch‘ing-ling is the veritable Ch‘i-tan script, which is referred to in various sources. 

According to the Liao-shih, Ye-lii A-pao-rhi created the Ch‘i-tan script in 920 A.D., and this new script 
came to be called the larger Ch‘i-tan script. The Ltao-shib, Vol. 64, says that Tieh-la brother of Ye-lii 

A-pao-chi, who had been taught the Uighur script by a Uighur envoy from Central Asia, invented another 
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system of writing, which became known by the name of the smaller Ch‘i-tan script. 5! The Ch‘i-tan script 
had been in use for a period of about two hundred and seventy years until the 2nd year (1191 A.D.) of 
the Ming-cn ang flf] era of Chang-tsung i'/'Ak of the Chin dynasty, and this system of writing had ex- 
ercised such great influence over the neighbouring peoples that the Hsi-hsia and Jurchen scripts were modelled 
after it.f^ The significance of the discovery of the Chh-tan script from the Ch‘ing-Iing lies in the fact that 
It supplies us with undisputable material for the study of this hitherto little known script. The two sets of 
imperial cenotaphs with Ch i-tan inscriptions, which are much alike in shape and pattern to those of Tao- 
tsung and Hsuan-i with Chinese inscriptions, must belong to the tombs of Tao-tsung and Hsuan-i. These 
two cenotaphs are, however, so much alike that it is impossible to tell %vhich canopy or stele belongs to Tao- 
tsung and which to Hsiian-i. The key to this question lies only in a closer study of the inscriptions. 

The sixteen characters in four lines with four words to the line, on one of the canopies (PI. 139b, Fig. 
237), which present a strong resemblance to Chinese “seal” characters, perfectly correspond with the 16 
characters in 7 compounds, which look like Chinese “clerical” characters, in the first line of the inscription 
on one of the steles (PL 141), so that they must form a set. On the other hand, if we exclude the 9 charac- 
ters at the head of the inscription on the other canopy (PI. 139a, Fig. 236), the remaining 27 words closely 
correspond with those in 10 compounds found on the other stele (PI. 140). As the canopy and stele of 
the Tao-tsung cenotaph with inscription in Chinese contain 9 characters and 36 lines, respectively, while those 


5 Dr. Kurakichi Shiratori H Ji 'S' fixes the date of the creation of the smaller script in the 3rd (924 A.D.) or 4th vear 

(925 ) of the T ien-tsan A era. iee Kurakichi Shiratori, “Kittan joshin seika monji ko” ■‘>1 jt |'l.[ i.Y 'j-i (On the Scripts 
the Ch‘i-tan, Jurchen and Hsi-hsia), Zanhi !£ 4;.t ; Vol. IX, No. XI, 1898. As we see in Wang P‘u’s -i;,,!; IVu-tai- 

hi'.i-yao 'Hi: % and Ou-yang Hsiu’s Hsm wu-tai-sh,h i'!f ;i. Vi Vol. 72, the Chinese believed that the Ch‘i-tan script was 

an imitation of the “clerical” style under Chinese influence. These authors may have meant the larger script, though there is no 
decisive evidence. 

6 Already in the first half of the I9th century Heinrich J. Klaproth pointed out the similarity of Ch‘i-tan to the Tungusic 

languages, especially Manchu, and later Schott declared that Ch‘i-tan is one of the Tungusic languages (see W. Schott, A’i/ui und 
Karakttai, ein Bettrag znr Geschichte Ost- und [nnnerasiens, 1879 i. In the latter half of the 19th century Abel Rfinusat, Alexander 
Wylie, Stephen W. Bushell and J. Marquart discussed the Ch‘i-tan and Jurchen scripts. As already referred to, in his article “On 
the Scripts of the Ch‘i-tan, Jurchen and Hsi-hsia ” (1898), Shiratori examined the Ch‘i-tan words (see Fig. 238 ) appearing in the 
Yen-pet-lu, the Shu-shih-bim-yao, the Yen-t‘<t,-ki<o-shu-pei and the T<i-ch,,i-hyMg-u-h,-tUmg-chmgdiMdjng-ch{m-hsmg-ch,-pe, 

A-fiiii'XS f iid and those strange characters found in the Japanese work Azunia-kagami Uli, and came to 

the conclusion that the letters found in the Ycn-pci-lu and the Shn-shih-hum-yjo arc Ch'i-tan, while those in the Yen t'ji-kuo-sh’i-pa 3 re 
smaller Jurchen letters and those in the Tet-chm-hi'ang-ti-tu-t'ung-ching-liM-lang-dnm-hsing-ehi-pa are larger Jurchen letters. The efforts 
of these scholars seem, however, to have failed largely due to the scarcity of reliable material. It w,as not until 1922, when Father 
Kervyn discovered the cenotaphs inscribed with the Ch‘i-tan script, that authentic material for studying this unknown language 
became available. In 1923 he published a hand-copied text in the Bulletin cdtholujue dc Pekin, and Prof. Paul Pelliot reproduced it 
in T’oung-Pao. In 1925 Dr. Toru Haneda II FI expressed his view that the undeciphered characters found in the Ta-diin-huaiig- 
ti-t’i-Pung-ehing-lido-bng-chun-hsmg-chi-pei are smaller Ch‘i-tan characters, while those appearing in the Yen-pci-lii and the Shu-shh-hui- yao 

as well as the unknowm characters in the inscription on an octagonal bronze mirror which was in possession of the former Japanese 
Government-General of Korea are larger characters. See T. Haneda, “ Kit-t.an moji ni kansuru shin shiryo ” }'} 'i: ' K l-i.] -F .v (([ 

(New Material for the Study of the Ch‘i-tan Script i Kyoto 1927, Vol. 10, No. 1. 

7 In 1933 Luo Fu-ch‘eng -iF'i!.'i (j'c contributed an article, “Liaohsuan-i-huang-hou-ai-ts‘e-shih-wen ” .V 'I'r-jr; '7 yt {][J- YC to 
Manshu Gakuho iist 111117 I'L, Vol. II, and his work, Liao-kuo-shu-ai-ts'e-shih-wen-k'ao-shih -2? (4 OJ 'IC o If, was edited by Chin Yii-fu 

, and published in 1934 by the Feng-t‘ien Museum as Vol. IV of the Liao-hng-shih-Po-chi-lu iLFl fT %‘lj V-T/;. In the latter 
work Luo Fu-ch‘eng deals with the epitaphs for Hsing-tsung, Jen-i, Tao-tsung and Hsiian-i. In 1933 Wang Ching-ju contrributed 
an article, “ Liao-tao-tsung-chi-hsuan-i-huang-hou-ch‘i-tan-kuo-tzu-ai-ts‘e-ch‘u-shih” 12 iii Vp 'i. iV k:' 'I'; 3^3 F.“ ,-74 S. -jd (/J (il to the 

Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, tl' Hh ?! ,rl , (FT 71: ''fl 'P- f'J, 1933, Vol. Ill, No. 4. More 

Ch‘i-tan charac ters are deciphered by Luo Fu-ch‘eng than by Wang Ching-ju. 
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of the Hsuan-i cenotaphs have 6 characters and 34 lines, so in the case of the cenotaphs with Ch‘i-tan inscrip- 
tions we may be allowed to infer that the set which contains a larger number of words seems to belong to 
Tao-tsung, and the other to Hsiian-i. From their studies of the dates inscribed on the steles, Luo Fu-ch‘eng 
'I'm hlc and Wang Ching-ju came to the same conclusion.*^ 

We find 37 lines in the Ch i-tan script on the stele of theXao-tsung cenotaph, and of these the 9 lines 
(12th, 13th, 15th, 23rd, 24th, 25 th, 31st, 36th and 37th) show traces of re-carv'ing, some lines, e. g. the 24th 
and 36th, being wholly re-carved, and others partly. The re-carved words do not, however, seem to have 
caused important changes in the meaning of the sentences. The accompanying diagram (Figs. 232, 233) will 
show an analysis of the re-carved characters. If we eliminate these re-carved characters, the total number of 
characters inscribed on the Tao-tsung stele amounts to 1135, while those on the Hsiian-i stele are 621 in 30 lines. 


In addition to these four stone tablets two more te.xts (Figs. 234, 235), which have been brought to light by 
Father Kervyn, are available. They were copied from the Hsing-tsung and Jen-i steles, according to Luo 
Fu-ch eng and Wang Ching-ju. The text of the Hsing-tsung stele consists of about 854 characters in 37 
lines, and the name of its author appears in the last line. This kind of format differs markedly from what we 
find in the case of the Tao-tsung or Hsuan-i stele. The Jen-i stele contains about 582 characters in 32 lines. 
Each of Its 1st and 2nd lines has 3 characters larger in size, which have been deciphered by Luo Fu-ch‘eng to 
mean “The epitaph for Empress Jen-i,” and the author’s name with his full titles are placed in the last line. 

The texts of the above-mentioned four inscribed steles are all the Ch‘i-tan examples from the Chhng-ling 
so far available to us. The discovery in 1931 of the Tao-tsung and Hsuan-i steles provided an opportunity 
for >panese and Chinese scholars to try to decipher the Ch‘i-tan script, and many such attempts have been 
made. 9) In the following will be summarized the results of the present authors’ researches on the characteris- 
tics of the Ch‘ i-tan script and affiliation of the Ch‘i-tan language. 

The Ch i-tan script consists of about 300 elements so far as are known, and a compound of 2-7 elements 
makes a word. There are, however, some single elements with their own meanings.io) The term “Ch‘i-tan 
character’ that we have used above means such a compound of elements, but we also find a certain number 
of single elements. In the cases of the Tao-tsung and Hsiian-i canopies the elements are not arranged in 
compounds, but in vertical lines. A ChTtan character cr compound of elements consists of two elements 


wew and “ L.ao-l.uo-shu-a.-ls‘e-sh.h- 

, ,, and Ch'i-tan-kuo-tzu-tsai-shih,” ft Q constitute mo.rr/. 

r' '*■' »>' -XTirc™::: 

f°' 7 » Section 4 of Chapter VI ,n the Jap.„e„ teat. 

fiFIdf”lh;T„te.;:rKr^h::Lt Seeh.s..Ch,.ta„.|et,o,h„.ho,„-h.„e,-« 

No. 37. ^ ''T ^’‘ching Journal of Chinese Studies), Peking 1949, 

See the Japanese text, p. 262, for the nunabet of cotnpounds found .n out insctipnons. 
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placed horizontally, or a vertical combination of horizontal rows of two elements, and the elements are read 
from left to right. The method of combining the elements is illustrated in the following; 


I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

® 


'I © 

( T ' 

0 !'■ 

(i ' © 

rn © 




7' -5/ i 

7?' T; 

rTi 

© © 

■5^ 0 

©' ®; 

{ b ■ 




(j ‘ 

0' 





(T 

© © 

© ©i" 




— 


1 





11 1 1 ■ ' 


There are a few cases where two elements are placed one upon the other, and, accordingly, we find two kinds 
of arrangement, horizontal and vertical, for a word consisting of two elements. If we compare the Hsiian-i 
stele with the others, we meet with more vertical combinations in the former, and this leads us to infer that 
the method of combining the elements changed in the course of time. The fact that we find some elements 
which are used singly, not in combination, indicates that the Ch‘i-tan script contains not only phonetics but 
also some ideographs. But this in no sense excludes the existence of cases where words are formed with 
both ideographs and phonetics. For instance, means an “emperor,” and we find zM in the combina- 
tion ill (the 7th word in the 1st line on the Tao-tsung stele), and since ,.tli|] signifies “emperor’s,” 
must be a phonetic particle or ligature indicating the genitive case. Thus, the Ch‘i-tan character or com- 
bination of elements has a phonetic letter or letters as a suffix. The detailed result of our research is shown 
in the Appendix. 

It is a significant fact that the Ch‘i-tan language has particles which indicate the grammatical cases and 
tenses. This means that it is a tongue different from Chinese. Here we may refer to a well-known passage 
in Hung Mai’s I-chien-chth Vol. IV, where he says that “the Ch‘i-tan children are taught 

Chinese sentences put upside down ” as illustrated in the following; 


I] ffi % 

III f.'I 

i"j r- 

ir 

‘ Moon-in 

monk 

door 

knocks. 

A ® 

H .1: 

g iPj 


Water-in 

tree-on 

crows 

sit. 

.fe- 

Birds 

sleep 

© '1' 
pond-in 

© 

tree. 

M 

W 


n 

Monk 

knocks 

moon-under 

gate.” 


In its syntax Ch'i-tan doubtless belongs to the so-called Altaic family of languages. Already in the nine- 
teenth century the language was studied by Klaproth and Schott, though their studies were imperfect. It 

12 K. A. Wittfogel, History of Chinese Society, Liao, Philadelphia 1949, p. 244. 
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was the late Prof. Kurakichi Shiratori who established the orientation in the study of this undeciphered 
language. Picking up Ch‘i-tan words transliterated in Chinese characters from among various sources such 
as the Liao-shih, the Ch‘t-tan-kuo-chih, the Liao-shih-shih-i and others, he compared them with 

other northern Asiatic tongues, and found that some of these Chh-tan words can be interpreted by Mongo- 
lian, and others by the Tungusic languages. He came to the conclusion that the Ch i-tan people were 
a mixed race of Mongolians and Tungus and the present-day Dahurs are descended from the ancient 
Ch‘i-tan.i^' Prof. N. N. Poppe says that the Dahur language does not differ much from the so-called 
Middle Mongolian, and that it is a Mongolian dialect which shows many traces of old Mongolian. Xhe 
authors of the present volume are of the opinion that the Chh-tan language was closely affiliated with Middle 
Mongolian. If Middle Mongolian is written in our Ch‘i-tan script, it necessarily follows that, if in the Ch‘i- 
tan script we succeed in finding vowel harmony, this will provide us a clue to determine the phonetic values 
of the Chh-tan elements. If Ch‘i-tan has vowel harmony, then all its elements can be classified into three 
groups; (a) the words with soft vowels, (b) those with hard vowels, and (c) these with neuter vowels. But 
the result of our close examination of those elements which appear frequently in our inscriptions does not 
reveal sufficient clues to classify them into these three classes. This fact leads us to deduce that the Ch‘i- 
tan script has only an inadequate system of indicating vowel harmony, though it would be too hasty a con- 
clusion to say that the Ch‘i-tan language has no vowel harmony. A possible hypothesis would be that, though 
the language itself had vowel harmony, the script was inadequate in expressing it fully, i.e., it could transcribe 
the consonants, but not the vowels. 

The syllables in Mongolian are in the form of C (consonant) -hV (vowel) -hC (consonant). If we take 
the Yuan-ch^ao-pi-shih and the of the Hua-i-i-yu which 

are transliterated in Chinese characters, into consideration, we find that the majority of the sounds trans- 
literated in single Chinese characters take the form of either C-fV or V or C, while the form C-i-V-fC or 
V C, when it is transliterated by a single character, is only found in cases with the final, n, ng, or m, probab- 
ly due to the nature of the Chinese characters which are inadequate for transliterating the sounds in the form 
C-i- V-fC. A more remarkable fact is this: in the Middle Mongolian texts transliterated in Chinese charac- 
ters each word consists almost always of 1 to 7 characters, usually 2 or 4. A similar fact is seen in the 
case of the Ch‘i-tan script. In other words, both Chh-tan and Middle Mongolian require the same number 
of Chinese characters as phonetics to transliterate a certain word. We assume that some Ch‘i-tan elements 
have phonetic values close to some Chinese characters. Finally, we are inclined to think that those com- 
pounds of which we have spoken are written in the smaller script, while those such as are found in the Yen- 
pei-lu and the Shu-shih-hui-yao are written in the larger. Larger characters often appear 

in sentences written in smaller characters; we assume that larger characters are used as ideographs. 

If it is correct to assume that Ch i-tan is a dialect of Middle Mongolian, then we may be allowed to 
think that the frequency with which each syllable appears in the whole texts of the Yuan- ch‘ao- pish ih and 
the Ta-ta-kuan-i-yu of the Hua-i-i-yu and, within these texts, the frequency with which each syllable appears at 

13 Kurakichi Shiratori ('l A 'I': “ T5ko minzoku k5 ” i'k (On the Tung-hu People), Shigaku Zasshi # Ai, Tokyo 

1913, Vol. 24, No. VII. 

14 N. N. Poppe, “Uber die Sprache der Daguren,” Asia Mam, Leipzig 1934, Vo!. X. 
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the beginning, middle or end of each word must be closely related to the frequency of each syllable in our 
Ch‘i-tan texts. As we have already seen, the number of Chinese characters necessary for transliterating the 
now known Middle Mongolian words seems to be almost the same as the total number of Ch‘i-tan elements. 
A comparison of the frequency of the syllables appearing in the Yuan-ch‘ ao-pi-shih and the Ta-ta-kuan-i-yu with 
that of the Chh-tan elements appearing in the epitaphs for Tao-tsung, Hsing-tsung, Jen-i and Hsiian-i and 
the Ta-chin-huang-ti-tu-t^ung-ching-liao-lang-chun-hsing-chi-pei has enabled us to deduce the phonetic values of 
the Chh-tan elements. Furthermore, we have picked up the nouns, verbs and ligatures from among those 
Ch‘i-tan words, which have been identified with Chinese characters, to examine them in the light of Middle 
Mongolian. We have so far succeeded in deciphering a certain number of Ch‘i-tan characters but not the 
whole texts of the Ch‘ing-ling inscriptions. We refrain, therefore, from announcing our conclusion until 
after we obtain a more definite result. 

The authors of the present volume take this opportunity of expressing their deep gratitude to Mr. 
Natsuki Osada, who has devoted himself to the study of the Chh-tan language, for his help, and especially 
to Mr. Tadashi Yamasaki, an authority on Middle Mongolian, who has prepared the frequency tables of 
the syllables appearing in the Yuan-ch‘ao-pi-shih and the Ta-ta-kuan-i-yu of the Hua-i-i-yii, for his courtesy in 
allowing us to make use of all the data at his disposal. 
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CONCLUSION 

In the foregoing we have examined the history, sites and relics of the three magnificent underground sepul- 
chres of Ch‘ing-Iing. We have gone into some detail in the description of the East Mausoleum and its 
murals, which may have by this time completely fallen off. With regard to the imperial cenotaphs we 
have given a detailed description and discussed what they say, while on the Ch‘i-tan inscriptions we have 
proposed a method of deciphering, referring to the results of researches achieved so far by various authors. 
There still remains one important problem yet to be solved, i.e., to identify the three mausoleums with the 
tombs of the three emperors, Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung. 

We have already seen that the name Ch‘ing-ling is a collective appellation for the three imperial mauso- 
leums, Yung-chdng, Yung-hsing and Yung-fu, where the three successive Liao emperors and their empress- 
es were interred. Which of the Mausoleums — East, Central or West — belongs to Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung 
or Tao-tsung? Though most of the imperial cenotaphs are extant and we have the texts directly copied 
from those which are lost, the circumstances under which the excavations were made have left us in the 
dark in trying to identify them. But several attempts have been made to solve the problem. Father 
Kervyn was the first to try. He thought that Tao-tsung was interred in the Central Mausoleum, and 
Prof. Paul Pelliot agreed with him, but Father Mullie disagreed, saying that Hsing-tsung, Sheng-tsung 
and Tao-tsung were buried in the East, Central and West Mausoleums, respectively. Dr. Ryuzo Torii 
shared the same view.^J On the other hand. Prof. Tadashi Sekino, who examined the topography of 

1 In 1922 Father Kervyn discovered two pieces of coin, which had been inserted, probably to prevent friction, between a stele 

and its canopy. He said that one of them had the characters fi!J' '■)£ 'C ( 1st year of Ch‘ing-ning) and the other K Lk it ''i" ( 1st 
year of Ta-k;‘ang), but Father Mullie is of the opinion that they must be read ( Chhng-ning yiian-pao) and A; [ft 'll; 

(Ta-k‘ang yiian-pao). (See L. Kervyn, Le Bulletin catholique de Pekin, Pei-ching 1923, No. 118, pp. 236-243.) Using the evidence 
of the coins which bear the era names of Tao-tsung, and disregarding the contents of the cenotaph inscriptions, Father Kervyn 
declared that the Central Mausoleum must be identified with the sepulchre of Tao-tsung, and Prof. Pelliot gave support to his view 
(See Kervyn, “Le tombeau de I’empereur Tao-tsong des Leao et les premieres inscriptions connues en ecriture k’ltan,” T’oung Pao, 
Leiden 1923, Vol. XXII, No. 4). 

2 In his “Les sepultures de K’ing des Leao” T’oung Pao, Leiden 1933, Vol. XXX, No. 1, Mullie corrects part of his own view 
which he had proposed in his “Les anciennes villes de I’empire des grands Leao au royaume Mongol de Barin” T’oung Pao, Leiden 
1922, Vol. XXI, No. 1, and identifies the Central Mausoleum with the tomb of Sheng-tsung, in opposition to Kervyn’s view. Mullie 
says that he finds the epitaphs in honour of Sheng-tsung, Jen-te and Ch‘in-ai in the three Chinese texts given by Kervyn together 
with two Ch‘i-tan texts, and that, if they were copied from the cenotaph inscriptions in the Central Mausoleum, the mausoleum 
must necessarily belong to Sheng-tsung. He asserts that the two coins with the era names of Tao-tsung, i.e., Ch‘ing-ning and 
Ta-k‘ang, must be explained by the fact that Sheng-tsung’s second empress, Ch‘in-ai, w’ho died in the 2nd year of Ch‘ing-ning, was 
interred in the 3rd year of Ch‘ing-ning, and that his first empress Jen-te was re-interred in the 7th year of Ta-k‘ang. Further, re- 
ferring to the East Mausoleum, he states that the discovery in the East Mausoleum of the Ch‘ing-ning and Ta-k‘ang coins is due to 
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Ch‘ing-Iing in the light of the Chinese theory of geomancy, declared that the East Mausoleum must belong 
to Sheng-tsung, and his view was supported by Dr. Takuichi Takeshima.^' In the following table we 


shall 

compare the views 

proposed by these authors; 






r- « T I Central 

hast Mausoleum - - , 

Mausoleum 

West Mausoleum 

Basis of view 

Year of 
publication 

I 

Kervyn 

Tao-tsung 


Coins found in 
Central Mausol. 

1922 


Pelliot 

Tao-tsung 




II 

Mullie 

Hsing-tsung Sheng-tsung 

(Tao-tsung) 

Coins found in 
East Mausol. 

1922, 1933 


Torii 

(Hsing-tsung) Sheng-tsung 

Tao-tsung 


1931 

III 

Sekino 

Sheng-tsung Hsing-tsung 

Tao-tsung 

Geomancy 

1934 

Takeshima 

Sheng-tsung Hsing-tsung 

Tao-tsung 

Geomancy 

1940 


None of the theories mentioned above seems to be founded on a firm basis with undisputable evidence. We 
are, therefore, going to re-examine all the hitherto known data, and to propose our own view in the light 
of the material discovered by ourselves in the course of our survey on the spot. 

In 1922 , when he made a survey of the Central Mausoleum, Father Kervyn discovered four inscribed 
cenotaphs, two in Chinese and the other two in Ch‘i-tan (Fig. 174 ) and had his Chinese assistant copy the 
inscriptions. Two Chinese scholars, Mr. Luo Fu-ch eng and Mr. Wang Ching-ju tell us that the two 
cenotaph inscriptions in Ch‘i-tan writing, which Father Kervyn published in the Bulletin catholique de Pekin, 
Vol. 118 , 1923 , are those copied from the cenotaph inscriptions in Ch‘i-tan for Hsing-tsung and Jen-i,^) while 


the interment of Hsing-tsung in the 1 1th month of the 1st year of Ch‘ing-ning and to the re-interment of his empress Jfn-i in the 
2nd year of Ta-k‘ang in the reign of Tao-tsung. Thus, he identifies the Central, East and West Mausoleums with the sepulchres 
of ShSng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, respectively. Dr. Rydzo Toni, who visited the Ch‘ing-Iing in 1930 published his 
report ,n Kokka, Series 49, Nos, 9, 10, 11 & 12, 1931, under the title “On the Mural Paintings of the Liao Dynasty ” His 
conclusion on this subject is in agreement with Mullie’s, and it seems that he was misled by the erroneous report that the cenotaphs 
for Sheng-tsung and his empresses had been discovered in the Central Mausoleum. With regard to the identification of the remain- 
ing two tombs he gives no other explanation than that various circumstances have led him to do so. Though Dr Torii repeatedly 
pointed out that the cenotaphs with inscriptions m the Ch‘i-tan script were found in the West Mausoleum, all cenotaphs must have 
been carried away to Ch‘eng-te by order of T‘ang Tso-jung by the time of his visit in October, 1930 

3 D,. &t,„„ „hc mad, a aa„e, of ,h. Ch-mg-ll„g Oc.obor, 1934, aco„mp„i,d b, Dr. 'x.feabi™, cam, ,o ,ha co„clu.,o„ 
that from the standpo.n. of ttad.t.onal Chmese geomancy the Eait Maoaolenm must ha„ been built fi„t and, therefore mu.t be 
the,epnlchreofSheng-„„ng(S.eT.Tak«hima ttiJiS- “Fuaui-setan to ,h,n, rekidai no tei-d-ryd" ij: o t r K ' : .! 3 « 

I Relations between Chinese Geomancy and the Sites of the Imperial Tombs of Dynasties l,Toa-&I, « fiS ToWo 1940 

r Vo'' t Ch— “ °d f i” "p®! -"detgronnd tomb is rhe middle o/the thrL ndgei 

of Mount Cbrng-ytin, and the lotion of the m.dole ridge corresponds to the dire„i„, of £„(, while the east and west 

c U d A 'I a r'T ? -r-' , *’ ^ *■> •'>' “bt.rran.an tomb is 

cUed An-shan ... Ih or Ying-pi-shan Sof* ,1, In , he direction of rk..,4-,ao Ifc if. there is a ridge called Onn-liiiag a 

stream runs along the soutnern foot of the ridge where rhe tomb ,s situited. Of the three mamioleums the East Mans. hum is 

most strictly in conformity with the theoiy of geomancy. Hence ,t must be the „„ built first. Such is the view of Dr Sekino 

See Lo Fu-ch eng s Hsing-tsung Huang-ti a.-ts‘e” M it OH m Uao-lmg Sh.h-k‘o Ch.lu Mukden 1934 v'l a 

Wang Ching-ju’s; “Ch'i-tan Kuo-tzu Tsai-i’’ t'fiii (Further Rema 1<- U vu c • * , o an 

T FJ (Tke Bulktrn of the hst.tute of H, story and Ph.lology, Academia Sinica), Pekin 1935, Vol. V, part 4. Cf. Chap. Vl,‘'i.''4.' ' 
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Father Mullie’s Chinese text of the Jen-i cenotaph, which appeared in his “Les sepultures de K’ing des 
Leao, ” T’oung Pao, Vol. XXX, No. 1, 1933, seems to have been based on Kervyn’s text. This necessarily 
leads us to identify the Central Mausoleum with the tomb of Hsing-tsung. If we accept this view, it seems 
quite natural that fourteen steles and canopies out of the fifteen extant, i.e., omitting the canopy of the 
Jen-i cenotaph in Chinese, were taken away from the East and West Mausoleums by order of T‘ang Tso- 
jung in 1930, and that they all belong to Sheng-tsung and Tao-tsung and their empresses. 

Another evidence that supports this view is supplied by a cylindrical Liao tile in the possession of Mr. 
Takeshi Ouchi. It was found by him in 1934 at the site of the sanctuary of the West Mausoleum. On 
the inside of it we find the characters in red (PI. 116 c, Fig. 244). The character seems to be 

a vulgar style for chhen as we often meet with it in the writings of T‘ang, the Five Dynasties, Sung and 
Liao^); we may, then, read the phrase as; “The third year of the Ch‘ien era.” There are in the whole 
Liao period only two eras which have the character for the initial syllable of their names ; Chhen-heng 
of Ching-tsung, the fifth emperor, and Chhen-t‘ung of T’ien-tso, the last emperor. As the 

Ch‘ien-heng era belongs to the reign of the fifth emperor, i.e., prior to the reign of Sheng-tsung, it is out 
of the question. On the other hand, if it means the third year of Ch‘ien-t‘ung (1103 A.D.), it would indicate 
that the West Mausoleum must have been constructed in that year of Emperor T‘ien-tso. Though Tao-tsung 
was interred in the first year of Ch‘ien-t‘ung, some of the sanctuary structures seem to have been completed 
as late as that year or even later. If we take these facts and circumstances into account, the West Mausoleum 
would seem to have been constructed in the reign of T‘ien-tso, and dedicated to Tao-tsung under the name 
of Yung-fu-ling. 

If it is correct to identify the Central and West Mausoleums with the tomb of Hsing-tsung and that 
of Tao-tsung, respectively, the East Mausoleum must be the tomb of Sheng-tsung. Our identification seems 
to offer an explanation for the fact that some Ch‘ing-ning and Ta-k‘ang -)^ coins minted in the reign 
of Tao-tsung have been found in the Central Mausoleum’s underground tomb, as already pointed out by Fa- 
ther Kervyn. For it was in the first year of Ch‘ing-ning and in the second year of Ta-k“ang that Hsing- 
tsung and his spouse Jen-i were interred in the mausoleum of Hsing-tsung or the Central Mausoleum. 

On the other hand. Father MuUie says that the East Mausoleum must be the sepulchre of Hsing-tsung, 
because Ch‘ing-ning and Ta-k‘ang coins have been found there. But in view of the fact that Sheng-tsung’s 
spouses, Chhn-ai and Jen-te, were also interred there in the fourth year of Ch‘ing-ning and in the seventh 
year of Ta-k‘ang, respectively, the basis of his opinion becomes much weakened, and our view seems better 
founded. Moreover, as we have already pointed out in Chap. Ill, the portraits on the walls of the East 
Mausoleum’s cutting have been repainted. It seems to us this could be due to the fact that the cutting of 
the mausoleum was left open until Empresses Ch‘in-3i and Jen-te were interred in 1058 and 1081, respect- 
ively, after Sheng-tsung had been interred in 1030, and the deterioration to the exposed murals suffered during 


5 The peculiar character l-L is often used instead of in the writings of the later days of T‘ang, the Five Dynasties, Sung and 
Liao. For example, we find iL /i: M on a coin of Su-tsung’s j:i;; ill reign, tl /L' ft on a Former Shu m 31; coin, £L ['q V- and til. 'tfe 
- Jf- in Central Asian Buddhist picture scrolls of the T'ang period and f.L fS N -f - in a Sung MS. in possession of the British Museum. 
In some Liao coins also we find tL C ft and ti fit >t ft ( Ku-ch‘,aj-hut-li-ch,, ,'f H .ix f U Vol. 15). Fig. 245 shows the character 
inscribed on the neck of a tall jar of the Liao period, and it is in the same style with the one on the inside of a c>-lindrical tile found 

in the West Mausoleum. 


57 



CH‘ING-LING 


this interval would have made it necessary to coat the wall faces anew and to repaint as well as to repair the 
entrance eaves and the outer part of the patterned ceiling of the entrance passage. Is our view on the 
identification of the mausoleums, as described above, supported by other evidence? 

First, let us take the plans of the subterranean tombs of our three mausoleums into comparison. They 
all share the same general plan of three chambers and four side rooms connected with passages, but, with 
regard to size, the East Mausoleum is smaller than the Central and West Mausoleums, which are approxi- 
mately equal in size. In contrast to the octagonal shape of the chambers (except the antechambers) in the 
case of the Central and West Mausoleums, the East Mausoleum’s chambers are circular. In the Central and 
West Mausoleums the antechambers and central chambers are directly connected, while in the East Mauso- 
leum we find the two chambers separated by passages. The division into two parts of the north passage 
of the central chamber is also peculiar to the East Mausoleum. The arrangement of wall bricks in the 
East Mausoleum is much different from that in the West Mausoleum, as described in Chap. V. Sec. 3.®* 
With regard to mural paintings we find a marked difference in the case of the West Mausoleum, where 
painting apparently covers only part of the walls of its entrance passage, if at all, and where the wall faces have 
no plaster coating. The Central Mausoleum seems also to have no wall face coating. In the East Mausoleum 
we find the corbelled eaves over its entrance made of carved bricks, while the West Mausoleum has it made 
with ordinary eave tiles. Thus, so far as their underground tombs are concerned, the East and West Mauso- 
leums betray considerable differences in plan and structure, while the Central and West Mausoleums disclose 
many similarities. 

Next, we shall take their sanctuary and approach gate sites into comparison. Generally speaking, their 
plans are more or less similar. But glazed tiles are rather profusely used in the Central and West Mauso- 
leums, while their use is limited to a comparatively few structures in the case of the East Mausoleum. If 
we compare the gargoyle pattern of round eave tiles, we find that those from the East Mausoleum reveal 
characteristics of the Chinese style, and that those from the Central and West Mausoleums become more and 
more conventionalized. In the case of the East Mausoleum, its approach gate stood at a point 1300 m. from 
its sanctuary with its curved approach, while in the other two cases the sanctuaries and the approach gates 
were separated by about 600 m. In respert to the position of the underground tomb relative to the sanctuary, 
the East and Central Mausoleums share a similar planning, while the West Mausoleum, differing from 
them, has its subterranean tomb on an elevated spot at a distance from its sanctuary. In a word, there is 
a marked difference between the East and West Mausoleums, with the Central Mausoleum somewhere 
between the two in these respects. 

Since the East Mausoleum has an underground tomb that is markedly different from either the Central 
or the West Mausoleum, the date of its construction must be definitely earlier or later. There is little pro- 
bability of the East Mausoleum having been built at a date between those of the other two; it is the Central 
Mausoleum that represents a transition. As we have repeatedly pointed out, the murals of the East Mauso- 
leum in the outer part of its entrance passage and especially in the cutting have been repainted. This fact 
seems to indicate a later interment, and so the circumstance does not conform to the case of the mausoleum 

6 Though examination of the walls of the Central Mausoleum’s underground tomb has not been made, they are thought to 
resemble those in the West Mausoleum. 
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of Tao-tsung, where his empress who had been buried elsewhere earlier was re-interred with her husband. 
Thus, we come to the conclusion that the East Mausoleum cannot be identified with the tomb of Tao-tsung. 
This conclusion seems to come in agreement with our view as stated above. The East, Central and West 
Mausoleums would, then, have been constructed in that sequence and would be, in other words, the sepulchres 
of Sheng-tsung, Hsing-tsung and Tao-tsung, respectively. 

Now, if we are right in identifying the East Mausoleum with the tomb of Sheng-tsung, the wall paint- 
ings that we have described rather minutely in this volume must have been made in the early days of 
Hsing-tsung’s reign. According to the Liao-shih, he was a clever statesman and at the same time a good 
artist. He is known as one of the greatest painters of the Liao dynasty. This fact seems to furnish a 
key to the problem why we find such rich painting only in the East Mausoleum. Under this artist-Emperor 
flourished many great masters such as Ye-lii Niao-li Ifii, Ch‘en Sheng Jf, who painted the famous 

Nan-cheng-te-sheng-t‘u fl£ # [b ni , Hsiao Jung and others, both Chinese and Ch’i-tan. These 

and other painters, known and unknown, would have co-operated in decorating the imperial tomb by request 
of their painter-Emperor Hsing-tsung. It is, however, yet to be solved whether these murals were made by 
Ch‘i-tan artists. In view of the fact that the landscapes must have been painted by artists who were 
familiar with the scenery around Mt. Ch'ing-yiin and the portraits well characterize the Ch‘i-tan, we cannot 
but assume that the muralists were, if not Ch‘i-tan themselves, naturalized Chinese. 

A more important point is the style of painting. As already noted in Chap. Ill, Sec. 4, both the port- 
raiture and the landscape indicate the heritage of the T'ang school on the one hand and the influence of the 
Sung painters on the other. The coexistence in these Ch‘ing-ling murals of the two distinct trends may 
be ascribed to the differences in style of the muralists. Since these muralists must have been great masters 
of the time, their murals may be assumed to show the main trends in contemporary painting. 

A few words on the architectural ornamentation as we call it. Since this kind of wall decoration is in 
imitation of wooden architecture, its origin was doubtless in China, and in it we recognize traces of the 
traditional technique of T‘ang and Five Dynasties architecture. Though the surface structures have long 
disappeared except for the base stones and tiles, they must have been built on a grandiose plan. The white 
marble for the dharani posts once erected before the Central Mausoleum’s sanctuary came from China, and the 
imperial cenotaphs made of the same kind of white marble betray strong Chinese influence either in their 
patterns or in the literary style of their inscribed epitaphs. Especially, the Sheng-tsung cenotaph is faithful 
to the time-honoured tradition of T‘ang in its pattern of peony flowers in relief and of the Four Divinities. 
It is almost needless to point out the Chinese origin of pottery technique. Thus, the existence in the Liao 
material culture of a strong Chinese influence is beyond any doubt, and in it we are able to distinguish two 
phases of Chinese civilization, i.e., the older T‘ang tradition and the new Sung culture. This co-existence 
in Liao culture of two different phases of Chinese civilization will only be explained in the light of the rela- 
tions of Liao with the various states of the Five Dynasties and with Sung in later times. 

Liao’s first emperor, T‘ai-tsu, subjugated the Po-hai in eastern Manchuria, who had absorbed 

the culture of T‘ang, and transplanted many Po-hai people to the capital of Liao, Lin-huang-fu, thus intro- 
ducing T‘ang civilization through the transplanted Po-hai. In the reign of the second emperor, T‘ai-tsung, 
16 prefectures of north China were added to the territory of Liao in recompense for Liao’s military assistance 
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to Shih Ching-t‘ang the founder of the Later Chin dynasty, and, consequently, the Ch‘i-tan 

came into contact directly with the cultures of T‘ang and the Five Dynasties. Later, T‘ai-tsung overthrew 
Later Chin, occupying her capital Ta-liang (K‘ai-feng transplanting many officials, court 

ladies and artisans to his country, and taking books, musical instruments, celebrated calligraphies and paint- 
ings, etc., as spoils of war. In the sense that the conquest of Chin led to a wholesale introduction of the 
Chinese style in dress, political institutions, et cetera, this event marks an epoch in the cultural history of 
Liao. A Chinese man of letters by the name of Hu Ch‘iao lyj |1^, who spent years in Liao as a prisoner 
in the reign of the third emperor, Shih-tsung flf wrote that in Liao’s capital, Lin-huang-fu, many scho- 
lars, scribes, eunuchs, artisans, and Buddhist and Taoist priests from north China played active roles in 
society and in various fields of arts and letters. After a war of invasion into the territory of Sung, Sheng- 
tsung agreed to restore peace, and a treaty was concluded between the two countries at Shan-chou in 1004. 
As the result of the treaty Liao enjoyed peace and prosperity for years, and succeeded in the later days of 
Sheng-tsung’s reign in founding her own culture largely upon the basis of the T‘ang culture of China. 
The Ch‘ing-ling culture we have studied was, in fact, a product of such an age. 

Chinese civilization was not, however, the sole agent which contributed to the making of Liao culture. 
Various oasis states of the Uighurs and the Persians exercised considerable influence. Already at the time 
of T‘ai-tsu, Liao succeeded in establishing close relations with the Kan-chou Uighurs ij' flj Isl ^ as well as 
with the Kao-ch‘ang Uighurs Oil fft, who would send emissaries to the court of Liao. It is said that 
the Ch i-tan script was invented under the strong influence of the Uighurs. In the Liao capital there was 
a settlement of Uighurs. The Persians were called Ta-shih according to the Liao-shih. In the 

reign of Sheng-tsung a Persian embassy visited the court of Liao, and presented him with various offerings, 
including an elephant. We also know that a Persian resident intermarried with a Ch‘i-tan woman. 
Treasures of Central and Western Asiatic origin must have been laid in the underground tombs of Ch‘ing* 
ling, though they have all been carried away by tomb-robbers. 

When the Liao dynasty was overthrown in 1125, the major part of the Chh-tan people fell under the 
sway of the victorious Jurchin, but a portion of them fled to Central Asia under the leadership of Ye-lu 
Ta-shih IfP who succeeded in founding in 1132 the new Ch‘i-tan empire of Kara-Qitay with its 

capital at Belasaghun on the Ch‘ui river This event suggests that close relations had existed between 

the Ch i-tan and the Central Asia peoples before the collapse of Liao. This Kara-Qitay or Western Liao 
was destined to play a significant role in the mediaeval contact of the East with the West. The political 
institutions, customs and material culture of Liao were introduced into Turkistan, and there influenced various 
peoples of Central and Western Asia. It is a well-known fact that the variations of the word Qitay or 
Cathay (Ch‘i-tan) were commonly used in Western Asia and Europe to designate the Chinese world, es- 


Lrao had trade relations not only with the various states of the Five Dynasties of north China, but had sea-borne trade with 
Southern T‘ang and Wu-yiieh S, and imported the products and culture of South China. Cf. K. Hino 0 il'j- H fiG, “Godai- 
jidai m okeru kittan to shina tono kaijo-bbeki” hlltilj-lt i-: ff- It o ^ SC i CD h H .1.^ (Sea-borne Trade between Khitai 

and China in the Five Dynasties), Shtgaku Zasshi Tokyo 1941, Vol. LII, Nos. 7, 8, 9. 

8 Hu Ch‘.ao was interned in Liao from 947 to 953, and Hs.en-pei-chi is the journal’ of his internment. 

9 J. Tamura, “ Sen-en no meiyaku to sono Siteki-igi ;i;;| o il;T ^ i ^ fi'.j ^ ( On the Peace Treaty of Shan-yiian). 
Shmn K H, Kyoto 1935, Vol. XX, Nos. 1, 2, 3. 
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; pecially north China. 

The Chh-tan absorbed a great deal from foreign civilizations, it is true, but we must not overlook the 
undeniable fact that they tried, and succeeded to retain, to a certain degree, their own culture. For instance, 
as we find in the murals of the East Mausoleum, they adhered to their costumes, though some officials wore 
Chinese uniforms. They created a new system of script of their own, autographed their signatures in their 
own script as we find in the portraiture of the East Mausoleum, and inscribed the imperial epitaphs in Ch‘i'tan 
as well as in Chinese. They never lost their national consciousness against the tide of Chinese civilization. 

Lastly, let us cast a glance upon Liao’s social organization. Liao was a so-called “dynasty of conquest, ” 
and it embraced within its territory nomads including the Ch‘i-tan themselves, their kindred tribes such as 
the Hsi m and others as well as Chinese agriculturalists. Under this dynasty of conquest there existed 
side by side two heterogeneous societies differing not only in racial characteristics but also in clothing, food, 
dwellings, language, religion, ideas, etc. In other words Liao was a state where two distinct types of so- 
ciety, agricultural and nomadic, coexisted with their territories dovetailed, and, as a consequence, an inter- 
mixture of various cultural elements, Ch‘i-tan, Chinese and Central Asian, was inevitable. One may be led 
to think that Ch‘i-tan culture was nothing but an imitation of Chinese civilization, because the latter was 
definitely superior to the former. This view is not wholly correct. As we have seen in the murals and 
relics of the Ch‘ing-ling, the Ch‘i-tan were successful in creating a characteristic culture of their own, which 
was the very product of the peculiar structure of Liao society. 

10 As to the name Qitay in use in the West, see K. A. Wittfogel, op. at.. General Introduction, I, Liao-Ch‘itan-Cathay, 
Philadelphia 1949. 
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